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Sf The Nature of SubjeCtion to the 
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lain to the Right Honourable the Earl of Darby, 
and ſometimes Fellow of 7rinity Colledge in Cam- 
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nag Non vil ANY LY \va 
7. may; perbps feemrange Briere ae 
fach an obſcure and. inco Gets le Man'as [\ frould 
obtrude at-once' ſo niany Sermons wpon the World, 
-and that'to0:withoat: ſhelter ivg thety unter the. Navvle 
and \Proteftion. bf fome Parjon of (nx ity ad .Condition, 
fince moſt ' Authory tn al Agss bat*\thounþtefft:to 4d fo, 
and many of *th# beſt in ths: Age, upon their Publication 
even of one jomgle Diſconrſe.. The truth is, though b La am 


| wot ſo ain ar.to'think my elf or 6hi/e Papers above the 


each of the Captions and Eenſorivis, or that F Rand iy 
leſs need of the Eoumenance of ſome' _ Perſon to 
recommend. me. though [ affe& ot \to. be: Jingalar,".ond 
0 depart from any Landable' Caſtom:.'Tet there being 
Some ſpecial\Reaſons a. 1 to Write, bat withal- fore 
edi me* to" prefix any. 'Perſens. Name whitever, 

( which'Reafons are not Fo be made Þnbliet; but will poſe 
febly-be' gueſt at by ſuch as know'me and-my prefent Cir- 
cumftances') 1 am therefore —_—— to 4, e. theſe Dif 
courſes; ſine FTitulo,z fame ite,” iprtbout enzaghme 
any Mar that Gtories'im Firles; 09. any: Familiar Froend 


to be their Godfather. Tu coef d, that as ox Ear 


6 7s 


The Preface. 
ks not in theſe oun.days ſatigfed with Hearing, ſo neither u 
he Eye-with Reading: - Fhe Pen and the-Preſs has no 
more reſt than the _ and the Pulpit : But if it be 
judged conventont, t the oe, "ti ſurely excuſa- 
ble to rub ors] ATT __ 


The Argument I treat of has born a confiderable part 


on the Stage of our "late Diſorders, wherein many have © 


already ad. ac d themſelves in the Defence 
of r d "if: cEe thre 
Ex rs o et «pon wr is 
" c eAMes dySinted ) 


by way of Apology, ſay thus much for my ſelf; That 1 
am not led unto this Undertaking, as if I conceited 

Jelf terhave bit 'wpon. here”. A "wot yet taken Ne- 
tice of in this inquifitrve Age, or expreſs'd it better, and 
to more Advantage than others before me have dine. 
But befides the:Honefty of my intentions in bearing Wit- 
meſs anto'a Truth ſo important in theſe days, there ſeems 
to be ſomervery good Reaſons juſtifying this Attempt. 
cannot learn ahi any in theſe Northern Parts,have of late 
Tears appear'd in the Defence of the Government, and 
confirming the Dodtrive 'of Subjeftion. to' the "Civil Ma- 
giſtrate :\ And 7 Obſerve that the: People bereabeuts 
are not fo diligent to enquire out, and furniſh themſelves 
with, ſuch Learned Freatiſes, as would truly inform 
them of their Duty. But when one: of the Neigh OMP= 
hood known'to them is in Print, then the Maggot bites , 
ther Cariofity, or Friendſbip; or Spight adfen: the whole 
Country," wha make Tue end. Cry after the Book, and 
will never" be quiet. till they have read it. By which 
means many may be brought to confider thoſe Truths , 
which hitherto.they have ndt known, or wot duly weigh'd, 
or would not- —_— have.\rexcolletted. ' Thu'I. take 
to be a'wery Reaſonable Vindication of my ſelf and oy 
tt © b. ethers 


P_ 


—_ 


The Preface. 
others is ſetting forth our Diſconſes, which however 
weedleſs they may be accounted to thoſe who know Men 
and. Rooks, and where to find the ſame Argument more 
fully and .. accurately. handled; ..yet thoſe, Excellent Aus 
thors Works. fignifie as little. to the generality here, as 
the Learned. Sermons Preach'd in the City do to the 
Edification. of the remote Countrey Congregations. But 
befides thu, fince things are now brought to ſuch a paſs, 
that the Faltious Party booſt of their Numbers, and 
call the Loyal to a Poll; what they want in juſt weight 
and meaſure, is endeavoured to be made up by telling 
Noſes : It muſt be acknowledged not only Excuſable, but 
in ſome meaſure the Duty of every good Subjed, eſpe- 
cially of a Clergy-may, upen all Occaſions to declare in 
behalf f the Prince, and of the Government, not con- 
cerning him wh whether be does it in that Excellency of 
Wiſdom as others have. Hs Suffrage is nevertheleſs as 
confiderable in its ſelf, as the beſt, So that though I 
ſhould fail 'of my Principal Deſign ( which i to 7 eh 
over the Adyerſaries of our preſent Peace and Eſt.» 
Bliſhment unto the Obedience of Faith ( ſo 1 may wery 
well call Honouring and Ibeying the Magiſtrates \ which 
15 4 GalperDpcy') pet ths Point however 1,fhal cer- 
tataly gain, that 1 have aſſured the Higher Powers of 
one Vote, of my own fleadineſs and fidelity; and ſhall 
wow fartber aſſure them of many more in theſe Northern 
Climates : Though 1 muſt acknowledge there. are ſome 
Til-contriu'd: Politico's. among, us, who fear not conf 
dently to affirm, that the People may call the King ts 
Account for hu Miſ-government : That is as much as to 
fay, that they may once again T| '} him before an Fligh 
Court of Juſtice, and then Murder him. This. s that 
Teſuitical, Pernicious Principle, that awakened me, and 
fuſb'd me on to, undertgke this Enterprize, And [ 
thought 


The Preface; © 


- thought my {elf Obliged unto it, "for Reaſons ( @ is 


faid before ) wot here to be diſcovered. Now, though 
tht Clergy have learnt to fit down patiently under ſome 
little wrongs," 6r.rather miſtakes,” at 1 would call them, 
in Tenderneſs and Hohoar to the beſt of Princes, (ex. gr. 
What Man 'of common ſenſe can give account, why we, 
contrary to our Priviledge in Mogna Charta warepeal 4 
( a] am told) being eek d in, 1 row not how, to pay 
Faxes without the conſent of | the Convecation,- ſhould yet 
be extluded from” Voting for Repreſentatives in Par- 
liament? As if we hid not as mach Wiſdom and Inte- 
grity as the fcum of the People, or the beſt of the Com- 
menalty have, which T'hope will in duc time" be taken 
into Confideration.”) 7 heſe" Punitilio's, 1 fay, we.eafily 
awd quietly ler paſs: But to be revil'd ( a; we are) 
for urging the Dotlrine of Subjeftion, of fearing the 
King, and not meddling with thoſe that are given to 
Change, is moſt injurious and inſufferable. Surely we 
may pretend to this, as of Common Right \belongjng to 
us, being equally concerned with the reſt of our Fe ow- 
Subjetts in the welfare of the Nation. Bat much more, 
fence it is one part of our Miniſterial Office, to perfſwade 


1 Cor. 7. 26. Men that-they abide in'the ſame Calling\'wherein they 


Exod. 32. 2. 


are called. We are indeed often told, that this is wor t0 
Preach Feſus Chriſt, and him Cracified ; whereas I make 
»o (ueſtion , but that he who Teaches any Chriſtian 
Duty, does the work of an Evangelift, Preaches Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him" Crucifted. Time was, when they only 
were taken for Sonl-ſaving Preachers, who ( as Aaron 
perſwaded the Ifrachtes to break off the Golden Ear- 
rings, which were in the Ears of their Wives, of their 
Sons, and of their Daughters) had a dextrous way of 
wheadling their Diſciples to fling their Silver ThiniBles 
and Bodkins into the Fire of our Crujl Contentions« 
HAIEOS 1 From 


The Preface. 

From whence came out. twe Molten Calves; Slaveryy 
dreft up 'in the Habit of Liberty and. Property 
and FMypocrifee , ' barking mnder. thi yr of Come 
feience and \Religion.  - Unito theſe \tmo [#)ls were the 
People forc'd" to fa dawn and Worſhip. It was the 
fame time, when they only were efttemed Gofpel-Teach+ 
ers, who went to Market. fer-the Subjet® of their Sab- 
both-Sermons ( as the Diſſenters moſt Judaically, but 
Ignorantly call the Lords Day, ) who took their Texts 
out of the Diurnals, and by the > of ſome m_ + { 
Floly Scripture miſ-applyed and Profanely abuſed, 
brought forth juſt ſuch another Monſter, as Mahomet 
did out of the Law and the Goſpel, ſcil. 4 Bloody and 
Tyrannical Government, and an Ill-favour'd Religion , 
which the Church of God never before ſaw. In fine, 
they only were acknowledged the Faithful Diſpenſers of 
the Word, who were Trumpeters of Sedition, and turn'd 
this Kingdom into War and Blood, and Confuſion, and 
Anarchy ; a Work as Diametrically Oppoſite to the Office 
of a Miniſter of Feſus Chriſt, and to the Nature of the 
Gofpel, as Eights to-Parknefs: But we; frily-Wreteches 
as we are, who Inſtruft the People unto Modeſty, and 
Patient Submiſſion unto the Higher Powers ( our Lord 
and his Apoſtles did) to reſt content with that form 
of Government, under which they are born and bred, 
muſt needs be repreſented as a ſort of Men, that know 
not, or will not Preach Chriſt, and the Faith of Chriſt, 
although we ſpeak no other things, than what the Law, 
and the Prophets, and the Scriptures of the New Te= 
Sament have ſaid before us, aa us to Preach; 
even ſuch things, which being indeed ro the Diſſenters 
a ſtumbling-block, and to the Faftious Politician Fool- 
iſhneſs ; but I am fully perſwaded, if carefully learzt, 
and Conſcientiouſly praftiſed, will accompany Salvation, 


For: 
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The Preface. 
For my own” part, I defire no fairer play, as to the 
Subjett, though not as to the Management of theſe Ser- 
moni, than that what 1 bave here wrote may be Impar- 
tially ſeann'd\; "and as it fball be found to ſavour 'of 
the Goſpel-Spirit, let my Charafter and- Entertainment 
be accordingly; which is all ('Courteons Reader ) and 
what T may juſtly expett from thee, 


Thomas Gipps. 


Sermon 


Sermon I. 


_—_— 


Rom. 13. Ver. 1. 


Let every Soul be ſubject to the Highee Powers, 
for there is no Power but of God; the 
Powers that be are Ordained of God 


FT HERE is nothing under the Sun, but is 
lyable to Alteration, the beſt and pureſt 
things ordinarily in the Change degenerating 
into. the filthye(t and moſt unfavoury. This Obſer- 
vation-holds good in Morals as well as Naturals; and 
even the Revelations of God himſelf, when abus'd to 
looſe and ambitious Enis, when corrupted by the falſe 
gloſles of deceitful Men, prove moſt deſtructive to the 
Peace-and Weltare of the World; Hence it comes to 
paſs,, that W rs Commenced upon the Account of Re- 
ligion, and carried on under pretence of Conſci- 
ence, have evermore been the bloodyeſt, ſeldom or 

never ceaſing, but in the utter Ruine of one ſide. 
2. And: tor the: fame Reaton Diſobedience to Au- 
thority, and Rebellion againit the Prince, when 
B ' * grounded 


SERMON I 
grounded on the miſtaken DoQtrines of the Goſpel, are 
uſually found moſt Obſtinate, the Plague of the Comi- 
mon-wealth, and an incurable Diteafe, | | 

When Conſcience, under a miſtake, leads the Van, 
no Projefts of Peace will pleaſe, but what the ap- 
proves of: When the Glory of God is writ upon the 
Banners, no Conditions are hearkened to, but what 
ſhe propounds. When the Defence of the Goſpel is 
taken up in Oppoſition to the Civil Magiſtrate, no 
terms of Agreement will be accepted, unleſs every 
point be gain'd exactly Conform to that Enthuſiaſtical 
Model, to thoſe conceited Schemes of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, which every Zealous Bigot lays down for the 
undoubted Law of the Goſpel. 

Conſcience is the moſt Formidable Invader of the 
Rights and Properties of the Subject, of the Power 
and Soveraignty of the Supream Magiſtrate: And 
when ſhe gives the Signal to Battel, the word is 
Spare neither great, nor ſmall: Neither Prince nor Peo- 
ple, neither things Sacred nor Profane eſcape her Fury ; 
but all lye prottrate, and truckle to her Arbitrary 
Commandment. Whilſt there are any left to make 
Head againſt her, ſhe will never put up her Sword; 
her very Mercies are Cruel: She will never give over 
the purſuit, till glutted with the Blood of her Adver- 
ſaries, her ſelf burſts afunder into Fation, Herefie, 
and the moſt Irreligious Separations. When the Num- 
ber ot ſuch as have been Slaughtered im an War 
{ſhall be reckon'd up, it will poflibly be found, that In- 
tereſt, and Paſſion, and Revenge, and Civil Faftion 
FS [lain their Thouſands, but Confeience her Ten Thou- 
ſands, 

How this comes to pats, is not difficult to diſcern, 
An Opinionof our own Holinefs begers i» us RE 

ride, 


SERMON I 


Pride, or rather Fleſhly Wiſdom and Confidence. Obe- 
dience to God is a moſt Powerful Motive puſhing us 
on unto the moſt IS and deſperate Enterprizes. 
The Propagation of the Kingdom of Chriſt oft-rimes 
makes us torget our ſelves, to over-took the means, 
and to think that the Goodneſs, or Innocence of our 
Deſign is ſufficient to Santtifie the Villany, and to 
Juſtifie the undertakers. To Defend the Purity of the 
—_ is thought ( as indeed it is if rightly manag'd) 
a Glorious work, it appearing to molt ot us the greateſt 
inſtance of gratitude we can return to God, namely, 
to advance the Excellent Glory of the Divine Nature. 
Beſides the Converſion of Men, yea, even the com- 
pelling them by force to renounce their Errors, and to 
embrace the Truths of the Goſpel, ſeems at firſt bluſh, 
a Noble and Heroick piece of Chriſtian Charity , 
worthy the Zeal and Pains of every one to effect as 
well in his Enemy as Friend. 

Upon theſe general, but for the moſt part miſapply'd 
Principles, many Ignorant Conſciences full of Zeal 
and ſudden flaſhes of Spiritual Light, like Paw! in his 
Journey to Damaſcus, are indeed ſtruck blind with the 
abundance of Revelation and Knowledge ( falſly fo 
called: ) And from thence forward know not, neither 
care, nor will give themſelves leave to conſider what 
courſe they are taking for the compaſling thele great 
Ends; neither will ſuffer others to cake them by the 
Hand, and Condu& them to the Infallible Oracles of 
God, where they may underſtand what it is which God 
would have them do, ſatisfying themſelves with the 
uprightneſs of rheir remote intentions, but winking at 
the Iniquity of the means purſuant thereto: Although 


it is an Eternal Rule-of right Reaſon, and an unque- 
B 2 __ftionablte 


| 


SERMON 1 
ſtionable Maxim of our Holy Religion,. That we muſt 


not do evil that good may come. 
4. Conſcience in'this caſe ( which is but an irregu- 


Jar Paſſion, -and may rather be called Self-conceit, or 


ſullen Perſwaſion ) becomes a' moſt daring Champion, 


and that Cauſe is moſt likely to ſucceed wherein ſhe 
is ſworn of the Counſel, or made uſe of in the Execu- 


_tion.. - Hence both Ambitious Princes, and Rebellious 


Sabjects in their Foreign Invaſions, or Civil Wars ſtill 


either in pretence or Truth, have Painted Conſcience , 


and the Glory of God on their Enſigns ; thinking it 
ſufficient to Excuſe their outrages. with the pretext of 
Godlineſls, Some of you 1 know have read of the 
Holy War, carried on by the blind Zeal of Chriſten- 
dom againſt the Saracens; ſome have heard of the 
Holy League in France; many of you of the Spani- 
ards Invincible Armado, Equip'd at the Requeſt of -his 
Holineſs, for the Propagation of the Faith ; moſt of 
you are ſenſible that there was lately a Solemn League 
and Covenant ſet up in this Kingdom, for the Glory 
of God; and weare at. this day treſhly Alarm'd with 
the Report of an Aſſociation. Theſe Proceedings: are 


' Not to. be wondredat, ſince Religion hath ever by :Ex- 


perience been found firſt lyable to be deprav'd by: ill 
Men, then to be made a ſtalking Horſe tor the carrying 
on the-moſt Impious Enterprizes. Our-Lord: himſelf 
tore-told as much, and this Myſtery of Iniquity began 
to work in the Children of Diſobedience at-the very 
dawning of Chriſtianity. The firſt Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks that ſprung up in the Church, Men that 
boaſted of their Knowledge of the Divine Will, as much 
as any among us ever did, arrogating to themſelves the 
Name of Gnoſticks ( i.e.) (as the word imposts) 


Knowing Men, who ( as they thought) were fully 


acquainted 


MIL 


—_— 


SERMON 1 F 


acquainted with the Do&rine of God :' Yet among 
many-other freakiſh Opinions, deny'd Subjettion due 
tothe Magiſtrate,' and' are deſcrib'd: as ſuch by Sr. 
Jude — Filthy Dreamers," who defile the Fleſh, deſpife Ver. 8. 
. Dominion, and ſpeak evil of Diznities, - 
5. The Chriſtian Religion  frſ# pure, and then James 3. 17. 
peaceable, as Of, Fames teacheth us ; intimating that 
the Purity of it being firſt loſt, or.r2nounc'd, ; nothing 
but Contuſion and Diſorder can be expected to follows; 
from whence it has often come to' paſs, that Men of 
Corrupt Minds, perverſe Sons of Belial have ſet up 
Religion to countenance their Rebellion ; and Chriſtt- 
anity hath been frequently drawn in to bear: a part in 
the moſt Bloody Tragedies that ever were-Acted upon 
the Stage of the World. Thus it-hath been from. the 
beginning, and will continue thus to be, notwithſtand- 
ing our Bleſſed Lord and his Holy Apoſtles took the 
greatelt care imaginable, both:by Example and Do- 
ctrine to: prevent theſe Mifchiets. St. Pau/, among 
thereſt, intending in theſe words now read, cither firlt 
( as ſome 1magine ) to overthrow that Rebellious Prin- 
ciple of the Gzofticks, juſt now mentioned, D#/pifing 
Dominion, and ſpeaking evil of Dignittes, and to. pre» 
vent its 'further,growth among the;:new Converts at 
Rome. Or, ,Seconlly, as Grotizs conjectures to ob- 
viate that plauſible Argument, which the Jewsſþ Chri- 
ſtians might poſſibly be ready tg; draw from that pal- 
ſage ot, Moſes. { viz. ):: Zhou: ſhalt in. any wife ſet him Peat. 17. 15. 
King over thee, whom the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe, one 
from among thy Brethren ſhalt thou. ſet King over thee, 
thou mayeſ(t not ſet a ſtranger over thee which is not thy 
Brother ; trom whence they might gather,- that the 
Emperour being not their Brother, not of 'th& Seed: of 
Facob, but a Stranger, they were not obliged to Obey 
jum. 


SERMON I. 

him. Or, Thirdly, as ſome think, to let the Rewer 
Chriſtians rightly underſtand his DoCtrine and their 
own Duty, namely, that what he had before in this 
Epiſtle delivered concerning Chriſtian Liberty, was 
not to be ſtretch'd ſo far, as toexcuſe their Subje&ion 
to the Temporal Magiſtrate. Upon ſome one or more 
of theſe Accounts the Apoſtle reads them their Leſſon, 
here in the Text; of which I ſhall give you the Ex- 
plication, and thence fully ſet forth the Nature of Sub- 
jection, which is all I aim ar, at this time. 

6.. The Grammatical form of the words is Impera- 
tive, /mrawidw and by Conſequence the words are Prx- 
ceptive, importing a Duty _ ſo called, unto 
which we are indiſpenfably Obhg'd, and which the 
Apoſtle more peremptorily preſles in the 57h. Verſe 
following, Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjett, there is 
a Neceſſity laid upon you all. The Romiſh Divines 
tell us that this is only Prudential. Advice, ſuited to 
the preſent Condition of the Chriſtians, who were 


then few and poor, and unable to make reſiſtance ;. 


therefore was it unſeaſonable for them to exaſperate 
the Emperour, but their Intereſt rather and Wifdom 
to ſit down patiently under Perſecution, waiting a 
more favourable time of aſſerting their Civil Rights, 
and Liberty of Conſcience, and of pulling down that 
Cruel and Arbitrary Government of Nero. 

This Gap was firſt opened by the Papiſts, through 
which, many, even Proteſtants in Profeſſion, have 
entred into the Field of Rebellion, chooſing rather to 
become Companions with thoſe unruly Beaſts in the 
Tranſgreſſicn, than to be confin'd within the compaſs 
of Sobriety, and the Peaceable Principles of the true 


Chriſtian Philoſophy. 
| But 


how - 
4 


SERMON LI 


But what (I pray ye) is or can be the meaning of 
thoſe words, Te maſt nezds be ſubjeft > Not only for 
Wrath, or fear of Panifhment, that is indeed a Pru- 
dentia} Motive fit for every reafonable Man to cont- 


ſider for his Worldly Intereſt ; but alſo for Conſcience Ver. 5. 


. fake, that's without on a Divine Evangelical 
one, fit for every Chriſtian to weigh in order to his 
Spiritual Intereſt : Conſcience (TI iy, towards God, 
not for his own fake only, but, as St. Peter implies, 
for the Lords fake, in Honour and Obedience to the 
Law of God. 
Let every Soul. No Mortal Man is exempted ; net- 
ther Biſhop, nor Prieſt, nor Subordinate a iſtrate, 
nor five hundred Princes of the Congregation, Men of 
Renown Afembled; no, nor all rhe People of the 
Land Combin'd and Affociated together, can hold 
themſelves excuſed. | 
Every Soul. This Expreſſion is borrowed from the 
Jewiſh Writers, with whom it is very familiar to call 
Man Sox/l, as indeed *tis not an unuſual Idiom in our 
own Language, that being a principal part Synechdo- 
chically put for the Man himſelf: So that when Sf. 
Paul fays, Let every Soul, "tis equivalent as if he ſhould 
have ſaid, Let every Man, or rather, if we would 
render it to the full, Zeft every /iving Man. For ſo 
much the word Jv denotes, which moſt commonly 
x Scripture Language ſignifies the Life, the Animal 
Life, that Life which is common to him with the brute 
Beaſts; or elfe the Life relating to our Natural and 
Femporal Concerns. Whence St. Paul oppoſes Jugs, 
the Natural Man, to Trwwanms, to the Spiritual Man. 
From whence I draw this Conclufion, that every true 
and fincere Difcipte of Chriſt, although he may and 
ought to preſerve his Reaſonable Soul, his Canklince 
pure 


1 Cor. 2. 18, 
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pure and unſpotted from ACtual Complyance with the 
ſinful Commands of his Superiours ( Conſcience and 
the Rational Soul, and Spiritual things are not in their 
Nature. capable; of being ſubjected: to the external 
Power of a Prince, ) yet the 4, the Animal Life, 
all Temporal Civil Aftairs being by God committed to 
the Supream Magiſtrate, we ought in all thoſe reſpe&s 
to be Subje&@ to-the Will and Governance of the Prince. 
By the Higher Powers (iu) the Abſtralt, is ne- 
vertheleſs meant the Concrete, the Perſon of the Su- 
pream Magiſtrate; he to whom the Government of 
the Common-wealth is entruſted, and the Execution of 
| the Law belongs, So St. Paul expounds himſelf, back- 
ing this Piecept with ſeveral Reaſons, ver. 3. for Ru- 
ters, Y dps, VET, 4+ For he 1 the Miniſter of God 
( MdworO-) he beareth not the Sword in vain: Fe js 
ies a Revenger, All which paſſages clear the Apo- 
ſtles meaning, that he treats not of the Supream Au- 
thority ſeparate from the Perſon of the Prince;. but 
the Prince himſelf in Poſſeſſion of the Supream Power: 
This I the rather take notice of, becauſe there are a 
ſort of Critical, Pedantical Politicians, that diſtin- 
guiſh bctwixt the Goyernment and the Governour ; 
between the Laws of the Common-wealth and the 
Kings Perſon. Government they are for, and willing 
to be Subject to it; the Law they cry up, and none 
more Zealous than they for the execution of Juſtice: 
But as for the Perſon of the Prince, how rudely do 
they treat him ? How little do they Honour him ? Ma« 
king him a King of Clouts rather than what indeed he 
is, the Miniſter , the Ordinance of God. What elſe 
means ſo many Hedge-creepers wang us, pulling down! 
the Fences of Obedience to the Magiſtrate, | and the fat. 
Bulls of Baſan encloſing him in on every fide? What 
elſe 
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elſe means that Malicious Raillery, and thoſe abuſive 
Paſquils ſent forth for the wounding-his Honour? And 
ſome have had the Confidence to threaten a Writ of 
Quo Warranto againſt his Authority. 

' By Power (1f you will admit St. Pax/-to pon 
his own meaning ) is to be underſtood not. the Maje- 

of the Government, but the Majeſty of rhe-Ki 

whoſe Perſon is: Divine (being Ordained by God 
whoſe Honour is Sacred and inviolate. / And' for s 
further Confirmation of this Expoſition, you wy 
pleaſe to remember, that ie, Power'is in this ſenſe 
us'd by our Lord himſelf — hen they bring you unto 
Synagogues,aud unto Magiſtrates,and unto Powers, iiueis Luke 12.11, 
lays St.Luke ; which St, Matthew expreſſes more firhply, Mar. 10. 13. 
iaubres 6 Baoneis Kings and Governours, or Emperours. 

The Learned! know that Magi/tratus and Po- 
teſtas, and Majeſtas are vx nah tor the Prince vid. $eld. Tit. 
himſelf in all fort 'of . Writers; nothing is more Hon. 
—_ than to call —_ by the Abſtract, deno- 
ting ſome Property in ſpecial manner belonging to 
them. Thus we ſtyle a Notorious Malctadtor L 
Vilany it ſelf, Villany in the Abſtract, which 
ſome expreſs in a more Comical way, a Rogue ingrain, . 
(#, e.) one who like Cloath dyed with Scarlet, has 
-imbib'd the Principles of Naughtineſs as a durable and 
inſeparable Property. In like manner, to an Inferiour . 
Magiſtrate we Addreſs Tor Worſhip ; to a Peer of the 
Realm, Tour Honovr; to a General of an Army, Tour 
Excellency ; toone of the Blood Royal, Tour Highneſs ; 
to 2 Prince, Tour Grace, Tour Majeſty. Thus Facosb, Gea.-45. 3: 
ſpeaking to Reuben (to whom by Natural Right of 
Peſcent belong'd the: Supream Power ) Zhou art my 
Firſf-born, my Might, and the Beginning of my Strength, 
the Excellency of Dignity, and the Excellency of Power. 
And to make an end of wy Obſervation, God himſelf 
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is often.called Wiſdorn,. 60d Holleuls Righteouſnels, 
and Truth, is:ſell. . - 


x 05,it would be thought an! high AR of pre- 
ſumprion and Arhejim, ay. Man to: diſtinguiſh be- 
as his Eſſential Aliribures, 


the Perſon of ;Gad. 
| ? that is ) to; pretend tobe fubjett to the Wiſdom, Ho- 


Righteouſnek,: and:Truth of Diviae Grace and 
ond bebo .and im the tmean timd'ta B me the 
Perfon-of- God-:' Juſt ſich: another picce of Hypocri- 
ſie and empty Loyalty are they quilty of,, who profeſs 
to Obey the Law, and co ſubmit to lhe Govenmenit; 


but Murder, ar Perſequte, -or-Vilifie che Prince, in 


pm mr pr an Inherent Property, 
SK2eutinn of the-Law uppertains,: as his unque- 
Right and:Prerogative ;- by whoſe Wiſdom 
and Authority. Juſtice: is diſtributed /to the People of 
+heLand; 95 Light and klcat isby the Surtto the whole 


it World Bac oarh re rg the ſorch- 


his ge T- rn," the heel agent ny that bo 
mae them thus Flap PPY-1/:.: 

Jt; ..But -eyery: Soul be fabjett, Bnauriids 
Lis Pat Wh VQ:- " Whenod wei kart, that /1t- is not! in-our 
own Liberty, tofubje&> ar: ſelves when; or as long as 
we pleaſe, nor on whatTetms and Conditions we think 


. ficto. ſtand, nor oa whom we pretend to devolve rhe 


NF ga .an}Succaſban; - it's not in\our Power to 
DYp one; and fetmpagother: Thar's the/Preray 
Refe.00 God, 4y whow, Kings Reign," It's not far us 
iolently and Clamourouſly to alter the Frame of Go» 

vernment Oy Eſtabliſhed ; but a modeſt and ſin- 

cer (© 


ISER'MOMN\ T1. 11 
cere Chriſtian isita'take/ it as he finds it. © Qutward 
Force, yea, Obſtinate Petitions, and Importunate Ad- 
'drefſes; when the State is in a Commotion, and/the 
Prince.*under 'ſorne difadvantages, becomes not one, 
'who'ispt* « ! tender: Conſcience ; i but-ſfmells' rankly'of 
Diſobedience and! Rebellion) Tf it had been the mind 
of God, and the:ſenſe of the Apoſtle, to/ permit:theſe 
things to' our "Deliberation,- the: words. rather ſhould 
thus have runy wwrevins nan Let every Soul 'ſub- 
jJe@ himſelf- ' Governmmenronly in general would have 
been Ordiined,” but the! Spectfieation of: it, '.arid the 
Choice of the Governours lett/to- the Peoples Su 

nd.Ele&Qion. But he is to. be ſubje&ted: becauſe it 1s 
hjs'Duty” ſo'40 /Þ& Antecedene'ta his own Will and 
Choice : Becauſe-ifiis/the appointment'of one, : who is 
Higher than either'King or'Subjett 5 becauſe it” is-the 
Ordinance of 'God-: Of-which more by and by. - -. . 
> Tf- ir beask'd; What is'the extent of our SubjeRijon, 
and unto What Aﬀts of Obedidnte are: we hereby Ob- 
tigdt I'Anfwer,Finſty Pofitivoly ,"'to zcknowledge ,,__ 
hin the Ordivancs of Gotd'; to'render Tribute, aud. Cut Ver. 7 
Bom; and Fear, | and Fnour unto him, as 'ﬆ follows 
inthe Apoſtles Diſcourſe after tny Text ;- to preſerve 
his' Perſon fam ontward Violence and. ſecret Conſpi- 
racies,' to own his Rights! and Preroputives3''yeh, ro yr 5: 
Live ind Reverence him.” ' Or ee thus, Secondly,Ne- 
gatively, not to ref/# him, not #0 Wound his Honour 
with Reproaches and Back-bitings, not to-give him any 
juft Offence," not to do or ſay any thing which may 
render him Odious to'his People, or Contertptible'to 
his Neighbonrs; not t& diftover this Infirmiries, nor 
0 aggravate his Faults, nor to blaze abroad his Mi- 
Kakes. All which-being a weakening of his Govern- 
-r2nt, a leſſening ' of tis Intereſt and: Authority - over 
Xhe Hearts of his People, .- no leſs than Difloyaley b 
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S'ERMON-I 
Conſequence, and in its tendency, a Robbing him of 
his Crown and Dignity. k 4 
Which of you would endure your Children, or your 
Servants to or beſpatter you with Lyes,. or to 
Publiſh the Secrets of your Families, or to expoſe yon 
tor any weakneſs or ill Conduct ' in your Domeſtick 
Afﬀairs? What the Pater familia: is in the Oeconomy 
of the Houſe, the ſame is Pater Patric in the Polity 
of 'the State. 'To' uncover: the Nakedneſs: of the Fa- 
ther of. thy Countrey is inconſiſtent with all thoſe fore- 
faid Duties .of Fearing and Honouring him, no leſs a 
violation of this Duty, than that of Canaar's was. 
Ecclel. 10. 12, Therefore fays the Preacher, Curſe not the King, no, 
not in thy Thoughts, much leſs not by open Calumay, 
A&s 3.52 Or more ſly detraction, : for'tis written, Zhow ſhalt nor 
:  fheakevil of | the Ruler of thy People, 
T ſhall crave leaveto go yet a little further on this 
Argument, *Tis.not enough to pay the Tribute, when 
required by a formal: Law \ _ but -yoa are -bound ( is 
Conſcience at leaſt.) to allift his arid-the-Publick Ne 
ceſlities at other times; otherwiſe I. underſtand not 
how you can be ſaid to Reverence and Honour the King; 
God and the King both no: doubt love and require a 
chearfaul Giver. Thoſe who: in words profeſs to: love 
the Prince, but will neither ſupply his wants, nor ſub 
: fer others ſo to do, are like thoſe Charitable Chriſtians 
Chap. 2. Ver. Ot» Fames mentions, who, when a Brother or Siſter 
15,16 was Naked and deſtitute of daily Food, ſaid unto him, 
Be thou warmed and filed, notwithſtanding gave thew 
not thoſe things which were needfu},.; Thaole whowould 
have themſelves believed. His Majeſties Loyal Subjets, 
and Declare they will ſtand by him with their Lives 
and Fortunes, Proſecuting him indeed with good wiſhes, 
but.in the mean tune ſtarving tum out of./his Throne:: 


SERMON I 
That put the queſtion which Naba/ did unto Davids 
Meſſengers —Sha#l I take my Bread, and my Water, 


and my Fleſh that I have killed, and give it to F know ' Sam. 25.16, 


»0t whom, nor by what Authority , nor for what end *!: 
demanded ? who is David ?; and who. is the Son of Jelle ? 
are not theſe fort of men in Scripture-language cal- 


led Wicked, Churliſh, evil doers, Fools, Railers, Sons of ,. ,,:1, 17, 
Belial, ſach as requjte evil for good,(that is) give nothing 21, 25: 


for their Peace. and  ProteCtion ,-; which - they enjoy 
through the Providence of the Prince,; Should five hug» 
dred at once forbid you to ſupply the Supream Power, 
yet I muſt let you know,that the will of God cannot be 
diſpenſed with by the Law of Mea ; that(as our Lord 
reply'd to the Phariſees) the Kings Image and Super- 
ſcription, being on their Gold and. Silver, you are to 
render unto Czlar the things that are Czlar's; and in 
a word, that what Chriſtian Charity, and common 
Humanity, binds you to, in the reliet of your Neighe 
bour, Evangelical Loyalty, and. the Fundamental rea- 
ſon of Government obhlges. you to, in.the ſupply of 
your Prince. | | 
Hitherto we-have explained the nature of the Duty, 
we proceed unto the Reaſon of it, in the latter 
of the Text. —for- there is no power but of God, &c. I 
ſhall 6afily give it for Granted, that a Prince may be 
an Ulſurper, and a Lawful King. may turn Tyraat, 
that neither of them can be accquitted_hereot at the 
Tribunal of God, where they muſt account for both:: 
But ſtill upon Earth among us men, even the Uſurper 
is of God, and the Oppreſiour is the Ordinance of 
God; for there is no Power whatever, though Uſurpr, 
though Tyrannical, 4«t is by divine Ordination. St. 
Paul rakes no exception unto. this general rule. He 
might poſlibly at that time ot day, have gs beg 
I'- 
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SERMON 1. 
Uſurpation and Oppreſſion, againſt the preſent Powers. 


There was poſſibly ſufficient reaſon (if any could be) 
to declaim and make publick Harangues againſt Grie- 


P | VENcEs, and the Emperors perſonal crimes and exper 


five Debaucheries ; which were beyond meaſure'noto- 
rions; [ſuch as muſt needs drain - the: Exchequer, and 


- Whereon the Revenue of the Common-wealth was 


— There was not wanting plauſible pleas 
ipainſt Monarchy it ſelf in the: Romas State, '{which 
was 8 Common-wealth from the beginning even in” Ro- 
malus time; inthe opinion of a late Author) at leaſt 
in behalf of the Peoples right in chooſing their own 
Suprexem Magiſtrate, as- no doubt it was, and had fo 
vontinued long (by the Original frame of-the - Rowan 
Government. /- But this is certain [Ariſtocracy or D& 
moecracy, or 2 mixture of both, had for many Ages 
been own'd- and received by all ranks and degrees of 
me,” asthe — _ — Ce Dn 
very "lately by the Uſurpation of the Cefar's, a ſingle 
mn hate monte dhe; Greed, and ſetled himiſfeff 
1n the Saddle, . rid and ſpur-gall'd the Beaſt, 'the com- 
mon People almoſt to death. Thus much mighthave 
then been with truth argued, agamſt the Emperors 
Government, but ftilf'for all this rhe Powers theri in 
being were of God, -had @ lawful, yea-divine Autho» 
rity over the People, in the Judgment of-St. Paul. ' 
"BEwwics the word here rendred Powers , properly 
_ lawful Authority ; fuch as have-a juſt right 
;exercifing dominon over the People. TI ſhall allow, 
if you - pleaſe, as beforeT intimated, that the Empe- 
rour was nof ftritly and in every reſpe&t, wiz a /aw- 
ful Governour not in foro Conſcientie,not in foro Celi; 
for he had no true Natural or Civil Right to theThrone, 
antecedent To his Uſurpation , nor has or can any 
Prince 
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Prince have and exerciſe a Deſpotical Power over the. 
Subje&t (as did- Ner) biit he fins againſt the Law of 
Nature or of God. -T ſhall therefore allow, that he 
was only inthaſe regards 9s, (i.e) one that had 
got the long Sword in his hand; and by force ſubjeQ- 
ed the Romans unto his will and power, againſt the 
known Law, againſt the Will, and againſt the Intreſt - 
of the Romigy People. Vetthis notwithſtanding I mult 
a6quaint you, that by the dofrine of the wear 
in reſpeC& of the People, after- God has once dec 
his allowance of him by the ſucceſs, Iva a Violent 
and originally Unjuſt Power may become ia a Legal 
and Righteons Authority: unto whom the People of 
the Land, at leaſt the People of God, muſt of neceflity 
be Subjett, and are boutd. in Conſcienceto yield Obe- 
dience; they having no inherent right in them nor 
permiſſion from God toqueſtion his Title, or tothrow 
off the: Yoke of Subjeftion, ' thongh he attain'd rhe 
Empire by force; though he maintains itby the Sword, 
though he adminiſters it. with Violence, Injuſtice and 
Avance, yer he is *#wiz, his Authority is lookt upon 
as derived from God, to have receiv'd the divine amp 
and approbation,ſo far at leaſt asto equire the Chriſti- 
ans humble - and peactable dabrhiſſon thereunto ; 
which being a matter 'of no ſmall difficulty 'rightly 
to ſtate, I may poſſibly take occaſion herexfter, ntore 
diſtin&tly and fwlly to difcaſs. © 2 

'Tis true, St. Paul ſerins as if te diſeours'd of ſome 
incomparable Prince, whilſt he deſcribes him as exe- © 3% 3+ 
cating Judgment and Juſtice, for the benefit of the Sub» 
jeQ&, without wrong 'or oppreſſion of the Innocent, for, - 
ſays he=—Ralers are nota terror to good Works but to the 
Evil: do that which is good and' thou ſhalt have praiſe L 
the ſame. He is the Miniſter of God to thee for oy : 

Je 
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he 1 a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doth 
evil,, Plato-humſelf were he now alive again- (as they. 
ſay he is Jatelyriſen, and has attempted the reforma- 
tion of our-preſent diſorders) could not give us a more 
noble and apt CharaQter of a Prince. 

However, neither will this pretence ſerve the turn 
of our Common-wealths-men, for if you will but con- 
ſider: thoſe forementioned paſſages ?» Hyp othef as 
well as 7Zhefi: if you will remember who was then 
the higher Power at Rome when St.Paul wrote this E- 
piſtle, . namely Nero,one of the moſt cruel impious and 
debaucht Princes, that ever ſway'd Scepter, you will 
not then think-that the Apoſtle here ſpeaks ſtriftly of 
ſome great and . Heroick Prince then in. being, (for 
Nero was not ſuch an one) nor that the Precept is 
laid down as only obligatory, when the Prince hap- 
pens to be a terror wnto evil doers, and a praife unto 
them that do well, We muſt then ſeek for Another 
ſenſe of thoſe words, which I conceive is this, 

The Apoſtle in this deſcription, lays down one e- 
yo_ reaſon and d of Subjeftion, fetch't from 
the benefit generally redounding to the People there- 
by, and this with peculiar relation even to Nero him- 
ſelf, the Emperor of Rome ; though one of the worſt 
upon record in Hiſtory. He intimates that no Prince, 
no not Nero himſelf, (*tis morally impoſſible, general- 
ly ſpeaking) can be fo ſou'r and rigid towards the 
People, but that a modeſt and -humble minded Sub- 
ject may hope for more advantages under his Go- 
vernment than by tumult and Rebellion; that as all 
Rulers in general, and i» Theft, ſo was .Nero in par- 
ticular, and i» ZHypothef, to be accounted a terrorto 
wicked doers,and a Miniſter of God tor the good of the 
People : that therefore, it the Chriſtian Romans m_ 

ut 
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but truly conſult their own Intereſt, 'and would not be 
afraid of his Power, nor fall under the laſh of his feve- 
rity; they ſhould live quietly and innocently, not ex- 
aſperating him by any indecent 'words or tumultuous 
behaviour ; and that then they "might more probably 
expe&t Praiſe 'and ProteQtion trom him, and be more 
likely to obtain thoſe temporal bleſſings, than by-re- 
proathing his Perſon, forming Confpiracies, and blow- 
ang up' the Trumpet of Sedition againſt him, 

This I take to be the Sum of the Apoſtles Doctrine 
and Argument, as I have explicated it, and am pretty 
confident- apreeably to the'mind- of God,' to_the A- 
pofiles Urift in this place, and tothe unanimous Opinis 
on and Prattice of the Primitive Saints. Which that 
you may after this Jarge explanation, remember and 
diſtin&ly comprehend, T ſhall reduce it into this ſhort 
Propoſition, (viz-"That it is the' duty of every.man, e- 
_ Chriſtian; to- love, honour; 't6 Yeverence and obey, 
and with their ſubſtance to -ſupport the Perſon of the 

Supream Magiſtrate, and this in Conſetence towards God, 
as well as in order to his own temporal Intereff, 

. Now though this be plain- and "obvious , yet in 
theſe unhappy days; men are and will be otherwiſe 
minded, 'their heads begin to turn round again, ſo ten- 
der of their own perſonal Rights and Properties, that 
like the Senſitive Plant, do but touch them, they 
Shriak:, as"if Wounded to death :' or, as untoward 
Children , when difciplin'd. for their faults, . cry 
out Murder,and make hideous Complaints of Tyranny, 
Arbritrary Government,and Oppreſſion. The rights of 
the People are of late fo ſwell'd, their Properties ſo en- 
larg'd,their Liberties ſo extended, that the Body Poli- 
tick may not unfitly be reſembled ro thoſe Crooked 
men, whom in abuſe we call Lords, whoſe Heads are 
almoſt Shrunk down into their Breaſts,and become in a 

manner 
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manner- inviſible, at leaſt-wiſe, whoſe ſhape by that 
unnatural approach appears Monſtrays and Deformed. 
Tf the Head of the Cornman-weakb riſes not at a-due 
diſtance above the Body of the People, rhere is nei- 
ther Form nor Comlineſs in that Government; yea, 
and for the moſt part ( as inthe faid ſimilitude ) the 
Conſtitution thereof proves Crazy, and the Life ſhore. 

The Supream Magiſtrate is now endeavour'd' to be 
coopt up, and as it were Beſteged with thoſe fore-ſaid 
Pretences : So that he cannot turn himſelf round in his 
own Orb, without the Offence of ſome peeviſh Liber- 
tine ; nor can make one ſtep forward in the exerciſe of 
Government, but is accuſed to Treſpaſs upon the Pro- 
perty of ſome waſpiſh Common-wealths-man, and to 
trample upon the heel. of ſome Free-borg Subjeft. So 
that {+ 7-9 the rug rk: _—_—_ his Liber» 

and Property (2.e.) his Royalties and Prerogatives 
to in danger to be wreſted from him- by Force and 
Craft, and the unwearied Clamours of unreaſonable 
and unſatiable Men. 

I ſhould now, had I time, and were it fit for me to 
intrench upon the Patience of this Honourable Audi- 
ence, or to Treſpaſs upon the Publick Buſineſs of the 
Countrey, examine the Grounds, and the pretended 
Reaſons of all this: For otherwiſe I muſt declare, that 
I am nothing terrified from this Task by the ſcornful 
Abuſes of thoſe late Demagogues, who 41n their Pam- 
phlets are pleaſed to call us Miniſters Sycophants,”and 
Publickly to Indi& us of Flattery, becauſe we Preach 
Obedience to the King, and as muchas in us lies in our 
Places, and according to our Abilities, withſtand the 
alteration of Government, For my ſelf, I muſt de- 
clare,and Iam ſure no Man knows my Heart better than 
my ſelf, nor therefore can in Charity contradift me: 
I 
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I ſay then, I wiſh (were not the thing impoſſible,and 
therefore in vain to wiſh, otherwiſe I could wiſh) 
that we wete once again in Paradiſe; in the ſtate of 
Innocence and PerfeQion, that there were no need of 
Government or Governours; at leaſt, that we were 
all fo 4p and virtuous, as to deſerve that Liberty 
ſome Men gape after; that thoſe eſpecially had their 
Freedom, who could fo uſe it, as not to abuſe it for 
a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs. But fince this is not to be 
expeRed from the far greateſt part of Mankind, fince 
the World is, and ever will be full of Offences,peſtered 
with the Exceſles and Diſorders of unruly Men : Since 
therefore it is the Intereſt of all good Men that Go- 
vernment ſhould be maintained, and Governours Ho- 


noured and Obeyed ; ſince the Law was made for a 


Curb to the Sinner, and not for a Puniſhment to the 
Righteous ; ſince the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
has therefore Ordained all of us unto SubjeRion to 


Magiſtrates, and made it our indiſpenſable Duty, yea, 
our Intereſt arid Security fo to be: And in particular, 


ſince we Preachers of the Goſpel are Commanded to 


put you in mind that ye be ſubjett to Principalities and Tiws z, 1, 


Powers, and that ye Obey Magiſtrates. TI make no 
more Account of theſe (hight | Inſinuations, than I 
would of the Drunkards Songs, or the Atheiſts Wit- 
ticiſms, that are ſo plentifully in theſe days exercis'd 
upon us, for no other Reaſon that I know of, but 4e- 
cauſe we tell them the Truth. We are indeed by the 
more cunning part of the Enemies of the Government, 
in 4 cooler manner blamed for making Princes Gods, 
as if they immediately came down from Heaven, 
which looks like a piece of high Preſumption and Sa- 
eriledge. And *tis true, we do fo in fome fort, God 
himſelf having vouchfafed that Title of Honour to 

D 2 them, 


Dan. 
Ver. 


Fioa. 


"Pt 
17. 


Mr. Seld. Tit. 


- Epiſcop. 


Ver. 2, 


SERMON I 
them; [and our Lord confirmed it. Beſides, St; Park 


in\my Text, fetches them-'from Heaven, olng us, 


they are of God, or from God ; that they are Ordain'd 


of God: 1 cannot,paſs by obſerving on;the other, hand, 
how that; God condeſcends alſo to aſſume the-Titles of 
Earthly Governours; the word King, and Prince, Lord, 
and others ot the like ſort, being trequently attributed 
to him in Holy Scripture. - And whereas God by way 
of Excellence is ſtyled King of Kings; nevertheleſs the 
Prophet Daxie! ſcrupled/not-to give the fame Appella- 
tion unto Nebuchadnezzar alſo. So frivolous in my 
judgment is that ag cc of a Learned Man againſt 
Soveraign Princes aſſuming Divine Titles. They are 
theretore called Gods, becauſe they reſemble God in 
Supream Power. And as Man is ſaid to have been 
Created in the Image and likeneſs of. God, becauſe of 
his Dominion over the Creature, according to the Opi- 
nion of ſome Learned Men ; ſo may the Prince be ſaid 
to bear the 'Image and likeneſs of God in @ ſpecial 
manner, upon the Account of his Soveraignty over the 
People. . 
I fine, there being you ſee ſo near an Afﬀenity be- 
tween God and the King, 'tis not to be wondred, .that 
we make ſo great a difterence between the Prince and 
the Subje&t: And in our Diſcourſes lay upon you the 
fame burden of Reverence, Obedience, and Non- 
reſiſtance, as St. Paul before us has done, teaching no 
other Doctrine than what the Holy Ghoſt has war- 
ranted.and Commanded us to Teach, That ye be ſub- 
ject ta the Higher Powers, which are of God, that they 
who refit, refit the Ordinance of God: And oh! that 
ye would lay to Heart that terrible Puniſhment, which 
awaits all Rebellious and Diſobedient Subjects, | They 
that refilt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 
| But 
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-\But after all is ſaid,” the Grand Debate will be, How 
ſhall we be ſatisfied, who is this Higher Power among 
us, and in whom that Soveraignty reſts, ro whom 


SubxQion 1s due? Eſpecially in this mixt Monarchy, 


where not only the greateſt thare of the Property, but 
a conſiderable part of ghe Legiſlative Power 1s in the 
People? For Anſwer, I fay, that this notwithſtand- 
ing, the King is the Higher Power, that Ordinance of 
God, in the Defence ot whoſe Perſon and Authority 
this Diſcourſe is intended. Ordol ſay it only ? Does 
not the Municipal Law of the Land fay as much? And 
this is I am certain ( I ſpeak it with ſomewhat more 
than ordinary Confidence ) an Univerſal, an Intfalli- 
ble way of knowing the Supream Power in order to our 
Non-refiſtance, according to the Doctrine of the Go- 
ſpel,. ( viz.) Ze that beareth not the Sword in vain, in 
whom alone the Military Power remains. He whoſe 
Perſon is inviolate, whoſe Lite is Sacred, whoſe Power 
cannot be taken fromhim Legally without his conſent ; 
whois Accountable to none but God for any Miſgovern- 
ment, (and theſe are His Majeſties Prerogatives, even 
by the Political Contract, the expreſs Statute-Law of 
the Realm ) he 1s that Higher Power St. Paul-ſpeaks, 
and I have been Diſcourſing of,. it there be any ſuch 
thing as an Higher Power among us. Nay, I ſhall fur- 
ther add ( though I will not poſitively affirmit, ſub- 
mitting-my felt herein- to better Judgments) That 
Prince who is not reſponſible to the People, is in effect 
the ſole Soveraign. Power, if he pleaſes to Ulurp and 
Exerciſe it : Nor can the Subject Conſcientiouſly reſiit 
him. For I cannot apprehend that any reſiſtance can 
be Lawful in point of Conlcience, that is forbidden by 
the Poſitive Law - of the Land, which is our Caſe in 


this Nation. *Though the Prince may be culpable io 
the.. 
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che ſight of God for ſo doing, yet the Subjefts can- 
not be Juſtified in Rebelling; when the Law has taken 
from them that Liberty and Power. Common Reaſon 
and Equity, the Law of Nature, and the Original of 
Government, and extream Neceſlity, will by no means 
Juſtifie ſuch violent Attempts-upon the Supream Ma- 
giſtrate. It is one main ground of Political Govern- 
ment, to deprive the Subje&t from being his own 
Judge and Afſfertor of his own Priviledges. Without 
this Fundamental Principle, there will be only the 
Name and Shadow of Government, when as really 
'tis but meer Anarchy. If the Subject might be per- 
mitted to fly in the Face of Authority, and to Aſſault 
him when ever he apprehends himſelf injur'd, we 
ſhould but be Populus virorum, an Independent Herd 
of Licentious and ungovernable Men ; not Corpus Po- 
liticum, not a Compatt Body of Citizens, United to- 
gether in Peace, Order, and Subordination. But it is 
commonly Argued, Is not the Prince Oblig'd- to Go-- 
vern by Law, and if he tranſcends that Power, by In- 
vading the Peoples Liberty and Property, are we bound 
to Obey him 2 I Anſwer, He is Oblig'd, but the Ob- 
ligation is between God and his own Conſcience, God 
only is the Revenger of the Breach of the Coronation- 
Oath, though the Peoples Liberty and Property, and 
the Laws are the ſubjeRt-matter of it. Secondly, I 
grant, that in the Caſe pur, we are not bound ta Obey 
im, but we are bound patiently to ſuffer, not aQtively 
to reſiſt. Thirdly,”I am of Opinion, ( bne ſpeak it 
ſtill with Submiſſion ) that the King being by all fober, 
underſtanding Men, acknowledged the King of Right, 
before he gives.the le that Aſſurance of his Go- 
verning by Law ; that that Oath is therefore a volun- 
tary Act of Grace, unto which he is not Oblig'd by the 
Funda- 
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Fundamental Conſtitution:For if ſo,he could notExerciſe 
the Supream Governing Power before the Oath was 
taken; which yer neither he nor his Predeceſlors were 
ever _—_ uncapable to do. 
Suppoſing then that the Prince would not give to 
the People this Afſarance, I ask whether he is then 
Oblig'd to Govern ſtrictly by the preſent Law ? Tis 
my Judgment, he is not Obliged. He ought indeed, 
the Law of God and Nature, and the Reaſon of 
KGovernment requires him to Rule with regard to the 
good of the Governed; yet that he is ſtrictly ty'd un- 
to the particular Methods of Government, declared 
by the preſent Law of the Land, 1 can by no means 
allow. For the good of the Governed being the firſt 
Fundamental Principle direQing him what Meaſures 
to take in the Exerciſe of Government, and as yet 
there being no other Obligation upon him, it is left to 
his Conſcience, Judgment, and Diſcretion, before 
that Oath, what Courſe to take in anſwering that 
reat End of Government : And it any of the pre- 
ent un-repealed Laws ſhall be thought by him repug- 
nant to the good of the Subject, or but Comparatively 
not ſo effectual. thereunto, may he not, nay, is he 
not in Conſcience bound to lay down to himſelf ſome 
other Rules, in Order to that End? Fourthly, I 
might Anſwer, that ſeeing all Men look upon them- 
ſelves as freed from the punctual Obſervation of Po- 
ſitive Laws in the Caſe of extream Neceſlity ( this 
equitable Liberty God himſelf allows, 7 will have 
Mercy, and not Sacrifice; ) and our Municipal Law 
indemnifies the Sabje&, in many ſuch Caſes: ) And 
ſeeing the Security the King gives to his SubjeQs is a 
Voluntary Act, but the Peoples to the King may be 
ExaQted trom them by Force, and by Law; I _ 
there 
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there is'much more Reaſon, that the King in Extre- 
mity; may depart. from the Letter of the Law, than 
that- the People ſhould : And it the People may Aps 
peal to Reaſon and Equity, to the Law of Nature, and 
the firſt Reaſon of Government- in the Defence of 
their Priviledges, may not the Prince much more do 
the ſame inthe Defence of his Prerogatives, and in 
the Exerciſe of his Dominion? And ſhall he: be: indiſ- 
penſably Oblig'd by. the Letter of the 'Law, in Gos 
verning, not allow'd to plead Nature and Equity, tht 
Reaſon and Ends of Government, and extream Ne» 
ceſlity2 And yet the People be at their own Liberty 
in Arbitrarily - Obeying; as they ſhall: Judge it Reaſo- 
nable and Agreeable to the Ends of Government - 
Some of theſe foreſaid Conſiderations (which I muſt 
repeat, are offered as Problems only, and with Submiſ- 
ſion) or ſomething like them. might, 1 imagine, Le 
in the Mind of that Eminent Lawyer, Serjeant Zale, 
one of the Houſe of Commons in the 434. Year of 
Queen E/;zabeth, who ſpake there to this Eflte&. 7 
wonder ( ſays he) that the Houſe ſtands either at the 
greatneſs or time of paying the Subhdies demanded, fince 
all we have are in Her Majeſties Power ; ſhe may Laws» 
fully at her Pleaſure take it from us, ſhe has as much 
Right to all our Land, as to any Revenue of the Crown : 
AY which ( faith he) 7 am able and ready to prove, 
Thus far he: But I ſhall not preſume to go ſo high, 
nor will it be expected from me to proceed farther 
upon this tickle Subje&t : Only I do not find that he 
was called to the Bar, nor Reprimanded as a Pander 
to Tyranny, as opening a Paſſage to Arbitrary Go- 
vernment, for his plain dealing, and freedom of 
Speech. But this'I ſhall fay, that this one Speech of 
that Gentleman exceeds all that has of late been faic 
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or dove (as 'far 6s I-can learn?) for the ſetting up m 
Abſolute 'and ' Defpotical Soveraignty : And''yet it 
patied thea without noiſe, or giving ary Offence, or 
crcating' Jealpufies und Fears in the Hearts of the Revs 
ple againſt the Government! | OO OT 


Yetoneword more : When I re-cof{e&, how Judye 
Cook ( the Oracle of the Law, as ſome 'of his” 
mirers are pleaſed to call him, no Prerogative Lawyer, 
as all agree) aſſures us, that the firſt Kings of this 
Realm had the whole Land in Demeſn,- and therefore 
( upon the Principle now on foot, That Dominion is 
Founded on Property) undoubtedly Abſolute Sove- 


'raigns: I cannot but in two words expoſtulate with 


the Underminers of our preſent Eſtabliſhment, Where 
is your Ingenuity ? O ungratetul People of the Land! 
to treat your Princes fo rudely, To unworthily ; to Vi- 
lifie their Perſons, to Invade their Prerogatives, and 
through unwearied Clamours and Importunate Com- 
plaints,. to extort from their Crown the few remain- 
ing Flowers of the Regality: Like Vipers, to bite 
them, who have Nouriſhed you in their Boſom, and, 
as it were, almoſt pulled out their own Eyes for your 
fakes. You, who have waxen fat through their Gifts 
and Conceſſions, who are grown thick by their In- 
ulgere® and Liberality ; to torſake them that have 
made you, and to lift up your Heels againſt them that 
have thus dearly treated you? Oh, Monſtrous Ingra- 


titude! Them, that have given you all the Liberty 


and Property you-can Legally pretend to, under whom 
you have enjoyed both, as fully as Heart can wiſh, 
beyond Example of paſt Ages, or the preſent Times 


"in any other Common-wealth; from whom you have 


received all poſſible Aſſurance of continuing ſo forthe 
future ; 


yo 
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future ; PL yOn to Defame, to Libel; to Conſpire againſt, 
to Reſiſt, to deny Chearful and Conſcientious Sub- 
10n, and Liberal Contributions,- or rather neceſ- 
ny Retributions, . to. theſe Bountiful and Gracious 
nces> Oh Height of peg” Oh Barbarous In+ 
humanity / For ſhame this Reproach from 
the Chriſtian: Name, - and from-the Exgliſh Nation , 
whereof you are Members. 
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Titus 3. Ver. 1. 


Put them in Mind to be ſubjeft to Principali- 
ties and Powers, to Obey Magiſtrates. © 


\ 


T is the Univerſal Cuſtom of Mankind to carry 
on their Publick Triumphs with Feaſting, and 
among other External Rites of Mirth; to chear 

their Hearts. with, a \more than Ordinary freedom 
in :the-uiſe-of: the Creature. i To do fo; is the Voice 
of Reaſon, the Lefſon of Experience, /a:/Maxim writ- 
ten. in the Word, of God it ſelf, and Warranted by. the, 
practice. of the -moſt Holy Men we there. read of.: 
There. is a <crtain-ſourneſs contratted in; our Natutes 
by bofineſs; and Abſence is apt-'to- interrupt our Cor- 
reſpondence, +-to/ eftrange us trom one another :- But. 
our: Solema: Mectings re-colle&t us. again,: and-Good 
Chear ſweetens the Soul, ſoftens the Temper, after all: 
our Care and; Traycl: Hereby the Spirits: being 'Re-: 
viv'd, and the Heart punting on. her'Feſtival-Robes :(/Þ 
mean Joy: and Gayety') Mutual Love and: Friendſhip 
eds among 
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among private Neighbours is eaſily renew'd, the com- 


== Honſe-t5'5 
Cleanſed from all thoſe impurities of wrath, bitternels, 


Pf. 104. 15. 


Ectleſ. 2. 24. 
Jo 12, 22, 
S. 18. 

8. 15. 


9. 9. 


Math. 11. 19. 


Rom, 14.17. 


diſſentions and animoſities ; in whoſe room ſucceed 
thoſe wel and beautiful graces of Ae Faith w-_ 
entire Aﬀeſtien one " r: Fiee-Claith the 
Pal. ) are eng oh hy PEE Ma, Gy Bread 
ſtrengtheneth Mans Heart. It is good and comly (faith 
the Preacher” there is nothing better, than that a Man 
ſhould eat and drink, and make his Soul enjoy good in his 
Labour ; To whom God hath given. Riches and Wealth, 
to him has he given Power tn eat thereof, to take his 


Portion and to rejoyce in. his Labogr. This is the gift of 


God, Then I commended Mirth (faith he): beoauſs' a 
Man has, no: better thing; under the Suv;. thaw ta; cat, and 
to drink,and be Merry. Our Lord himſelf took a free» 
dom herein, which drew upon him that ſpiteful Cha- 
racer that he was 4 Glatrown and a Wine-bibbor, a 


friend of Publicans.and Sinners. It is:in my Judgment . 


an unlucky obſervation, of one, but has much of trugh 
mit, that they. who are backward vo- bearia'partin 
the Innoceat qurerfionslof Feaſting/ and Rejoying, are 
for the: mo{Y part Hi-natur'd Moen, Pecviſh and/tull of 
Malice, 'Men:that watch advantages toi enſnare their 
Neighbours, and'eo' effeft:ſome il defign upon them. 
. »Dut Whatever uſefulneſs may be obſerv'd m Pablick 
Entertaiaments:; yet /however” this- is/a-- more' Noble 


truth —7he _ of ' God 38: wot Ment nor Drink, 


— "and Peace; '$0 may” I ſwy' that the 
ck; Societies: of Men, and Bodies Corporate, - are 
nobiNfeat'inor' Drink; bur Righteouſneſs'and> Peace; 


that beaſtings areibut the accidental,” the civeumtan- 
trallparts' of Uniry; the outward exprefiions of it, _ 
b 4s Of: ts bs 7 
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tha'eflefuabmeans of Producing or Contmuing it, It 
therebenat;an inward foandatiom ot Ponat nx in the 
}, aur: goad. fellowihip: will end 1a; Varrartcey. and 
ile, andoRions and: oar kdvedidiavd as foon as. our 
ans = over x and alb the fubſtantial-gaod defigh'd 
by 8 1 


Feſtival cadearmments, will bo utterly diſap- 


ted.: +... x 9: 213 304. 24 2; 
"© thaſt unhappy days. of .ours; there isone; Mats 
| chievaus diforder crept in: among} hs,/ whilft imoſt-6f 
* ugare ready to joynin the outward Prgeantry's 
of Peace and gaod will, in the Ceremomous: Practice 
of love; and: good fellowthip; TI mean Eating and 
Drinking: an plencitatly entertaining: one! :4nother ; 
yet our Heats are: dividech, neaehier are: we agreed mn, 
that ane-.neceflary and fundamental Principle of Peace; 
Tiz, Qhedience;, and Subjxedtion tothe Civil Mas 
oiftrazc;;_ withour: which: it is utterly; impoſiible: to 
maintain 4 good and laſting: correſpandence among 
own feives, inthe mutuat aſh e-arid detcnce of one 
another. Whulſt therefave you are: Managing the exter- 
nal Pomp of your Love-Feaſts,'tis thePreachers buſineſs 
and:duty: tver-(b conceive); ror lay rhe laſting. Founda» 
tion thereof, .uponqour Hearts ; whilſt youlare Drink- 
ing the Kings Health, and! Contauance af. the Pub- 
lick. Happineſs under Him ; it will” not be though 
impertinent that: we, 'who are invited to carry: oa 
the: Religious! part! of theſe” Solemnities,, ſhould. ens 
deavour to commend-unto your Conſcience.thar Evans 
gelicat Dodrine:ob being Subjed} to Principalities, Sie. 
without which all rhe. ſhews of Fri 
your ſelves, of Loyalty to your' Prince, and of Faith+ 
fullneſs. to: the: eſtablithed Government, is but meer 
Pretence, anitzhe wleſt Hypocrifie,and will at laſt dif. 
cover \it-{elf. in Txeaſon:tq. the (Prince; in Battion-to 


the 
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the State, and--inTreachery: one +towards another, 
This then ſhallbe:my deſig and:task at this:time, to 
ky the Groundwork of Peace. and Union. among you, 
(viz): Subtniſſiofi.to dhe Gbvernburs and Governmenr. 

But-alafs :amidſt/the many: diſcouragements, we 
the. Miniſters of the- Goſpel labour: under-at this day, 
this is not the leaſt, that we are become hateful, and 
exp6ſc:to- the-fury: and \madneſs of'a Stubborn Peo- 


ple) and that chieflyyr becauſe wewill:norrun imothe . 
tame:exceſs! of Rior as: they: do; ' but continue Zealous * 


in-maintaining the Peace, : of. the Preſent Government, 
as by Law. eſtablith'd, againit v4 ng ant yer we 
ſtill reſolutly "eng in that part of the Quarzel,where 
our preſence andial is moſt uſcful, where the Ene- 
mies'of the Publick' Peace are moſt numerous and 
Powerful. : To omit. -what night Juſtly be pleaded in 
our-defence,.as/ conſidered-in our Politick Capacities, 
(cil.) that we are: members of the fame; PublickiSo- 
ciety; and our! Intereſts embarkt in -the: Ship of the 
Common-wealth-, as well as others;' that -by our 
Promiſes and 'Oaths we' are oblig'd (what in wa 
with our Lives and Fortunes, and then ſurely alſo 
with'our Tongues and: Pens' to: ſupport the Govern- 
menit 3: that: our'temporal happineſs and well being in 
this World, depending/ on the Peace of the Common- 
wealth, we ſhould be wanting tour ſelves, and ſin a- 
gainſt the'Eternal Law of Nature, if we;did-not endea- 
vour our awn preſervation as far as the Laws of God and 
Man will atlow us. - Upon which account certainly we 
might. hope to paſs, f not for Men of Conſcience, 
yer of ſome tolerable degree of Senſe and Reaſon,whilſt 
weftudy to keep: our own Ground, 'to- maintainiour 
Rights and Properties, at:Jeaſt we might Paſs. for ſuch 
with-thaſe Men, who we plainly::{te reſolve:to Pro- 
a1 tect 
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tet themſelves, contrary: to 'the Law of the Land, 
without any regard to:Honour and Conſcience and the 
Religion they [profeſs;; in ſpite of that. tye of grati- 
tude for the: ProteCtion they have: hitherto enjoy'd; 
and, of the- repeated |Afſurances, by Oaths and Pro- 
teſtations given to the Government, for their Peace- 
able demeanour, | 

. But: ſetting: aſide all theſe -conſiderations, when I 
recolle&, how.that: if the Perſon of St. Paul, there 
is a.neceſſity: laid upon ns Miniſters, and a Woe'pro- 
nounc'd againſt us all, if we Preachnor the Goſpel; 
and when I remember among -other Evangelical Pre- 
cepts of - Holineſs, ;this of SubjeQtion to the Civil Mas 
giſtrate is. not the leaſt; unto which we-are frequently 
and moſt earneſtly,cxhorted inthe Holy Scriptures ; but 
chiefly when I obſerve that St. Pax/, who himſelf preſ- 
ſed this duty upon the Chriſtians at Rome,was alſo care- 
ful to inſtru&/ the. whole Church' of God therein, and 


among -many.'other Topicks' and Heads commended &um. :3. :. 


uato 7 itus Bilhop of Crete to-Preach upon, charges him 
in. my Text t6' put them in mind to be Subjett, &c. 
and when, laſtly I cannot but think and do Confident- 
ly affirm that in the perſon of 7itw, all the'Succeed- 
ing Preachers of the-|Goſpel;; are oblig'd by Vertue of 
that Apoſtolical- Canon in the diſcharge of their Mi- 
niſterial ' Office to Urge: upon all Chriſtian Subjects 
Obedience to Authority, fre theſe reaſons F'do verily 
judge no.Man-of ſenſe can,: no one of Conſcience will 
blame our Forwardneſs and Zeal in this kind. 

For which reaſon,Þſhall herereſume the: argument of 
Subjection torheCivil Magiſtrate, which I latcly enter'd 
upon,on another Pablick Occaſion. © In the handling 
whergof I gs need ro repeat what was then ſaid,in 
theParallel/Explgcation of that place in- theAoways,fince 

1lafoff many 


| flight provocation, to be blownup ims- 
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many of you were pricſent atithatdiſcoarſe : Neither 
will I:giveyou'or my ſelf any dther trouble, in che in. 
terpretation of theſe Words,” more than to make theſe 
two: Remar ks. |. Firft, That St. Paw makes wh hots 
of 'three feveral Phraſes in declaring the” Nature of 
Chriſtian SubjeQzon, ' (ſeal. ) To be Sabjefted 29 
Principalities, to be Subjefted to Powets, and" to Obey 

frates Whence one of theſe working 0 /fol- 
lowsxither. ſuppoſipg the Apoſtle tohavethad different 
meamngs, in thaſe hiſt 


Phraſes, he muſt then'be 
underſtood to have-provided [for the Chriſtians Obegi- 
ence, or Non-reſrſtance, not' only of the Supream Ma: 
giſtrate, but: alſor-of the Subordinate: -Or elſe ſup- 
poſngrthe Apoſtle: fell asIt wert gocidentally into'this 
variety, inteading \no more than Subjeftion to the 
higher _ alhg—ar — omg fromthe 
ancy 0 ( that the Apoſtle was near. 
mir” and-crig carefalco have the Dotried, 
SubjeRion effefuallyImprinted upon the' Hearts and 
Confſciences of the Cretzans, as 'a 'Point of preateft 


moment : Therefore ing the Phraſe,and expreſfj 
his mind ſo Copiouſty ( as it were dwelling upon the 
argument) leſt the duty ſhould beflipt over as of frmall 


accounr,/ leſt his meaning ſhould be miſtaken, or any 
unpeaccable Chriſtian ſhould find a loop hole to creep 
out at, himſelf from that indiſpenſable dury 
by ſome nice diſtin&ion and ſubtlety. 

But ſecondly , again remark , - that the' Perſons 
whom the Apoſtle. direfts. Firus to adifionith-and' 
in remembrance, were the :Crez#ans, who (a5 moſt 
Iſlanders) were of old noted as Faithleſs and 
Treacherous, apt to waver and be toſs'd' abour 
with . every 'Tempeftgous 'Wind-,' arid -- every 
Rebellion. 
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Rebellion. 'Tis the Excellent Grotzus's Gloſs upon the 
words. Crete was always Turbulent and Seditious, ld: Sedirio- 
and St. Pau! would have them Admoniſhed of thoſe "Long ger 
Faults, to which they were Naturally addicted, and by wult moveri 
inveterate Cuſtom inclin'd:” From this Obſervation ©*#,qu07wm 
you may be inform'd, as of the reaſon why St. Paul g,ns. 
charges Titus to inſiſt upon thar point among the Cre- 
tians, ſo have you a fair and Jultifiable Account why 
we at this day fo frequently take pains to preſs it upon 
our Fellow-Citizens 1n this Kingdom, 
Theſe two Remarks preſent you with the full mean- 
ing of the words and Satisfaction for what I have al- 
ready, and ſhall now farther Diſcourſe upon this Argu- 
ment;; my buſineſs and intent being to Proſecute three 
or four difficult Caſes, that uſually tall under Debare, as 
concerning Non-reſiſtance, 
Firſt, What if the Supream Magiſtrate be an Uſur- \,, 
per ? Now, though this Queſtion at firſt bluſh ſeems 
1mpertinent to our Condition in this Nation, yet it 
being look'd upon as a matter of no ſmall moment and 
difficulty rightly to ſtate it ; and becauſe what I ſhall 
deliver upon this Argument, will in the end, if care- 
fully attended to, conduce much to the Confirmation 
of that Doctrine which is my chief Aim to commend 
unto you this day, Sci/. Subjeftion to the Legal 
Prince: I ſhall therefore crave leave, as briefly as [ 
can, to reſolve that doubt in the firſt place. 
I Anſwer therefore in the Affirmative, that though 
he is an Ulurper, yet ſtill he is the Ordinance of God, 
the ſucceſs of his Arms being a clear Indication of the 
Mind and Will of God, bearing on it the ſtamp of 
Divine Approbation, and indiſpenſably Obliging the 
People unto Patient and Peaceable Subjeftion. This 
was (conceive) the Caſe of the Chriſtians, under 
| F 
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the Roman Emperours; who were Uſurpers, having 
no Leg1l Right to the Soveraignty, but what they-at- 
tained by ſinful Force and Vaolently abrogating the: 
Ancient Government. At leaſt I make account that 
that Deſpotical and Arbitrary Power, which. they aſ- 
ſumed and exerciſed over the People, was Unnatural, 
Unjuſt, and Uſurpation; and yet God, whoſe ſpecial 
Care it is always to provide for Publick Peace, is pleas'd 
ſo far ro own and Countenance the Higher Powers, as 
not to ſuffer us Turbulently to reſiſt them, though 
Uſurpers. Trace the Hiſtory of the Church, you'w1ll 
not find Holy Men ſcrupling this point in the leaſt, nor 
curiouſly __ into the Princes Title, in every deſcent, 
and through a long ſeries of Succeſſion, nor upon any 
pretence of Weakneſs in their Tittle, putting themſelves 
in the Hea1 of the Populace, and encouraging to re- 
ſitance. Pharaoh \ as fome Learned Men think ) was 
an Uſurper ; -For this Cauſe _( ſaith Ged) have 7 ſet 
thee up; that is, have permitted thee to take upon 
thee the Supream Authority, by proſpering, or ſutfer- 
ing thy Ambition to Succeed againſt the Ancient 
known Law of Succeſſion, in Egypt. Yet neither 
Moſes nor the /ſraelites took this Advantage againſt 
him, nor did God himſelf any other ways deſign their 
Deliverance at firſt, than by Ordering them in his 
Name Peaceably to Supplicate tor leave to go into the 
W1lderneis to Sacrifi:e. Ail the Kings of 1ſrae! were 
Uſurpers againſt the Title of David's Houſe z many 
of them againſt rhe better Title of their immediate 
Predeceſlors. Did the Prophets or Good Men blow 
the Trumpet, and Aſſemble the People to Oppoſe the 
Uſurpers? Did not the Kings of Judah themſelves b 
Leagues, and Contederating with thew in Wars again 
their Common Enemies, ſufficiently acknowledge their 
Pro- 
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Providential Right unto the Kingdom? The Prophet 
eremy is clear in this matter, — 7 have made the Earth fer. x1. 5,6. 
( fays God by his Prophet to the Jews) the Men, and 
the Beaſts that are upon the Ground, in my great Power, 
and by my out-ſtretched Arm, and have given it unto 
whom it ſeemed meet unto me; and now I have given 
al theſe Lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, Xing 
of Babylon, my Servant, to ſerve him, The Caſe of 
the Jews was thus. God as a Puniſhment had given to 
Nebychadxezzar Dominion over them ; that 15s, had 
permitted him to Uſurp it, having carried away Cap- 
tive their Legal Prince unto B-by/ov. Hereupon the 
Jews had ſubmitted to his Empire, and received Zede- 
kiah, Jehojakim's Brother, as their Deputy-Governour 
under Nebuchadnezzar. Theſe things were done, not by 
vertue of any expreſs Revelation trom God, but by the 
Rule of Common Diſcretion,and in Conformity to the 
Providential will of God. Now, it former Oaths un- 
to the Natural Prince irreverfibly Oblige againſt rhe 
preſent fignification of Gods Providence, then did 
Zedekiab and the Jews fin in thus owning and ſwear- 
ing Fealty to the King of Babylo, in prejudice of Je- 
hajakim, which is evident they did not ; and their Sub- 
miflion to Nebuchadnezzar was by God himſelf look'd 
upon as Lawful, and binding to the Conſcience. There- 
fore does Jeremy in that Chapter chide the Jews for 
practiſing a Revolt, and the Spirit of God calls it Re- 2 Chron 
betion. I ſhalk confeſs here that Zedekiah had Sworn '3 
Allegiance to the Conquerour, that an unlawful Oath 
may bind, and conſequently , that this deteftion of 
Zedekiah might be fintul by reaſon of the breach of 
his Oath ; but then I muſt ſay in Anſwer, Firſt, That 
if 1t had been unlawful for Zedetiah and the Jews fol- 
lowing the intimations of Providence, to Swear unto 
F 2 Ne- 


36 


Hin, 7th. 


SERMON IL 


Nebuchadnezzar, either the Prophet, or the Inſpired 
Hiſtorian would, and muft have told us as much, and 
Reproved the Jews for that ſin: Or, Secondly, if we 

rant the Oath unlawful, then it could not. have Ob- 
| har them againſt the Antecedent and Lawful Oath 
given to Fehojakim. For where there are two repu 
nant Oaths, 'tis more reaſonable that the former ſhould 
bind: at leaſt, that the lawful Oath ( that given for- 
merly to Fehojakim ) ſhould take Place of the unlawful 
(at gwen to Nebuchaduezzar ;) fo that in this, in- 

ance it appears that. the reſiſtance of an Ulurper is 
ſinful,a reſiſtance of the Ordinance ; and that we may 
Subje& our ſelves to him, when Providence com- 
pels us, 

Now the Reaſon of this Concluſion of mine is (I 
think ) Obvious. God is Lord and Proprietour of the 
whole World. *Tis he that pulleth down one and 
ſetteth up another. By him Kings Reign. We are not 
always to m__ an immediate Revelation from Heaven 
for the Confirmation of his Will , or SatisfaRtion of 
our own Conſcience. He was indeed oft times pleas'd 
to diſcover his mind to the /ſrael/ites by his Prophets. 
What Propheſy and Revelation was to them, the. ſame 
is Providence unto us, a manifeſt and ſufficient Proof of 
the Divine Will. All Mankind, the moſt Religious 
and Loyal, bare witneſs to this Truth in their Pra» 
Ciſe : and the beſt, the wiſeſt Princes allow their Sub- 
zects this Liberty , evermore paſling bills of Amneſty 
upon the Recovery of their Kingdoms. This was the 
Motive, which prevail'd with one of our Kings for 
enacting that equitable Law, whereby the People ate 
acquitted of Treaſon, when they ſubmit to a crown'd 
Ulurper, that Ceremony (it ſeems) being intended for 
a Legal Token of Gods Providential Will. Thus T 
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( I am apt to believe.) the: moſt Diſloyal among us 
will agree with me. Wherefore that I may not be 
miſunderſtood , it will be neceſſary to lay down theſe 
following Rules and Limitations. ..,, - . 

. 1, That it is the duty of every Subjett to aſliſt his 
Prince, to maintain the preſent 'Government againſt 
an Uſurper to the utmoſt of his Power ; and this not 
only in the beginning of Rebellion. ( which ſhould 
always be nipt 1n the Bud.) but continue ſo doing, 
with the hazard of his Life and Fortune, whilſt their 
remains any Hopes, any Legal "Methods ' of Defence, 
For I would not be miſtaken, as if I accounted it a- 
matter of ſmall Momegt to depart from our Oaths 
and Aſſurances given to the Government ;, or as if I 
took upon, me to-licence People to. praftile againſt the 
Peace of the State, or to herd themſelves with tumul-- 
tuous and ungovernable Men. - No, it will not be eaſy 
for a Loyal and Religious Subje&, to proſtitute his 
Conſcience upqn every: firſt appearance of danger or. 
to violate his ContraQts by a ready complyance with 
the Uſurper, before he does or ſufters, or makes.any 
oppoſition in behalf.of the Natural Prince. But then 
only he may. and is to ſubmit , when Providence has 
put an end to the diſpute,and clearly decided the Con- 
troverſy. And this may happen two ways: 1. When 
tis become morally impoſſible to reſtore the oppreſſed 


Prince (as appears to have been the caſe of the Jews, * 


when Fehojaktim was captive 4n Babylon ) then the hand 
of Providence has laid a-neceſlity upon us to acquieſce 
in the Alteration of - Government. + For as neceſlity 
has no Law according to the vulgar ſaying, ſo im- 
poſſibilities fall under no Law, according to the Maxim 
of the Schoals. This is taken for granted by all men, 
and even the. ſupreme Rulers themſelves approve it , 
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No one is or can'in the Nature of the thing be oblig'd 
to- impoſſibilities either by God or Man : neither will 
the Powers in this Extremity require Subjedts out of 
Fondneſs to run. themſelves head' long into deſtru&ion 
in vain and to no. purpoſe at all. Tr is'an Aphoriſm in 
the Divine Occonomy it ſelf : God has thus (yea more 
fayourably ) reſolved the Caſe between him and us — 
7 ( fays he ) will have Mercy and not Sacrifice. We 
are not ſtriMy tied to the obfervartion of his Poſitive 
Precepts, . © *« * was; 

His ive Laws oblige ſemper & ad ſemper, as the 
Learned ſpeak. © That -is 'plainly thts ; our Circum- 
ances will never allow us to blafpheme God, to mar- 
der, to fteal ; or ro- commit Adultery. Becauſe *ris 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt not, &c:' The Holineſs of the Divine 
Nature cannot, will not in any wiſe diſpenſe herein. 
But his Poſttive Commands do not oblige a4 ſemper. 
It is permitted us upon urgent Occaſions , for inſtance, 
to abſent our felves from the Publick Worſhip, to do 
works of Neceſſity and Charity, and we are not always 
bound to publiſh our Opinions,or to' profeſs our Faith. 
(tho we may not deny it.) The neſs ant! the 
mercy of the Divine Nature thus far indulges us asto the 
performance of our Duty to him. And may we notrreafo- 
nably expect the ſame Meaſure from our Earthly Go- 
vernours ? It can never, I own, be lawful for us to blaf- 
pheme zhezr Honour, to fight againſt them or murder 
them , becauſe 'tis ſaid, bou {halt not ſpeak evil of 
the Rulers, thou ſhalt not refiſt them, ( theſe negative 
Dutys oblige ad ſemper ; . but 'tis not always our in- 
diſpenſible Duty to fight for them. In extream ne- 
ceffity then we my ſubmit to an Oppreſlor. Natural 
Prudence, and ſel-preſervation will warrant and en- 


force us to it. - Our' Religion, 'our. Conſcience and 
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Fidelity to our Soveraign being to be guided by the 
Rule -of Reaſan ang Diſcretion, to be concluded by the 
almighty Power of Providence, we'mult fit down, and 


like reaſonable men examine, whether we' are able with Luke 14. 31, 


ten thouſand to march into the Field, and meet our ad- 
verſary with twenty thouſand, as our Lord adviſes. 
When there is no humane probability of 'Succefs,there 
God has put a ſtop to our Endeavours, #2itherto we are 
to go, and no farther. For the Relation berween' the 
Leige Prince, and the Leige People, the mutual Offices 
of ProteQion and Aſſiſtance, are now, tho not wholly 
and eternally diſlolved , yet, fuſpended fora while. 
As the Prince deprived cannot be'taxt juſtly , becauſe 
tn the Diſcharge of his publick Truſt, he does not de- 
ſperately run himſelf into certain ruine for the Prote- 
ction ot his Subjects :. So neither can he reaſonably ex- 
pe& his Peopte ſhould do ſo in his Quarrel, whenthere 
15 no Hopes of 'Succeſs. Both rhe one: and the other 
are patiently to ſuffer under the Diſappointment. Re. 


ſervare ſe meliori fortune, waiting a more favourable 


conjunQure of allerting their Rights and Liberties. 
Secondly when the Natural Frince', and his Legal 
Heirs are all extin&, or loſt, then certainly the Uſurper 
is the Divine Ordinance and ought to'be recogniz'd as 
fuch, having the beſt viſible Title; 4. e. aftual Pofſefion 
of the Crown; On whom by Providence and the Di- 
vine will the ſupreme. Authority is devolved. ' And { 
am well ſatiztyed, that if this 'Rule is not 'to be tol- 
lowed, 'tis impoſſible for us to ſubmit unto any Higher 
Powers at this day, ſo many Invaſions, Uſurpartions 
and violent Changes having been made in all Go- 
vernments. Were we permitted to trace every Princes 
Title from 'the-beginning downward'to this 'preſent 
time; and then to reſiſt upon the Diſcovery of 'any 
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one Flaw in the ſeveral Alterations and Succeſſions, we” 
ſhould find fearce one juſt , and might upon that ſcore 
reſiſt, I verily think. But then | 

When Faffirm we may and ought to be Subject to a 
Ulſurper , yet (if there be but a bare Natural Poſlibility 
of our Soveraigns return) I would be underſtood to 
ſpeak of an unaQtive Submiſſion, ( asI may call it ) 

at is, of ſitting down patiently. under his; Dominion 
as Sufterers, and as a conquered People,not attual Pro- 
moters or Defenders of the Change. For conſidering 
our former:Oaths , /tis Indecent and Treacherous fo 
far. to comply with Uſurpatiqon , as to, become active 
Inſtruments inithe new Tyranny. |;We may not then 
ingage in publick Offices,' and -places -of Truſt. We 
may not. inform againſt, nor implead, nor judg, nor 
perſecute our Fe/ow Citizens upon the Ulſurpers ac- 
count. We may not commend his Government, nor 
write Panegyricks, nor erect Monumerts to the Com- 
mendation of his Perſon and Virtue. We may not 
enter into. Engagements of Maintaining his Authority 
againſt the ll and legal Title ot the excluded 
Prince, nor poſitively abjure the Royal Family. If 
we proceed thus far in SubjeRing/our ſelves, we are 
guilty of perjury the downright breach of our Sacred 
Oaths:' at leaſt may bring. our Conſciences into 
ſucha Snare, that if ever Providence turns our Capti- 
vity.and'Reſtores our Soyeraign,. we are reduc't into 
this Streight of Neceſflarily torſwearing our ſelves. 
For to adhere to the Uſurper , to be alive in his De- 
fence, is a Violation of our firſt Oath, which Eternally 
obliges us not to reſiſt our natural Prince : And to be 
adtive:in our Princes Cauſe , is manifeſt perjury for 
the fame Reaſon. . The Sin of forſwearing, our ſelves 
and unfaithfulneſs Will one of theſe Ways of a ſurety 
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'Cleave tots." boſe Th. any / think to avoid this Dilemms 
| E Now hl fo ou Foatly uw he 
rjurd 1 Refpeds, a oubly -forſwears 
vp He defends'neuther the Prince nor the Uſur- 
pub ar leaſt he reſiſts neirher, as' He'has oblig'd him- 
elf. -- For'the avoiding; of oo ores it is 
our:Wiſfdom and Duty, tho to bject , yet not 
aQive under the Uſurper, Beca 


Where Opportunity offers its {cif of recilli the 


Prince, and Re-eſtabliſhing the Lawful Government , 

. . (which oft rimes has andwillhappen, even when it has 
appeat'd impoſſible ) then” Sur - Oblig 
vives'and returns uport us.” For Providence ( whi 
always maintain is the Finger of God, a Deinondie- 
tion'of his' Will) not onely admoriiſhes us of our Duty, 
bur-by -putting it into our Po r invites us top = 
Romy "ho, ſes to be the- 
aS-4 rod is flang into the Fire.” Thus Feremy "her ve 
had exhorted the Jews to be:ſubje@ th Nebuchadwezzar, 


t& his' Sons and to his Sons Sons, ! adds—afte# fhall ©. 707 


mary Nations and great ſerve themſelves" of him, 
trot ts; When Prone how 'rh& Power and 
Opportunity into heir” \whole ele has 
prune: _— to'this Feſt ſtion ſeerhs inf my 
agreeable ro the Principles ;” and'in a 
meaſure to: the Practice of tliat Levin kg ee that 
honeſt Gentleman, rhar- good Subjett 3 chiar 
Chriſtian, the Lord Chief Juſtice Z24/er-i that 
given of him'by a late I &arned Pen, and of 'that Te: 
nown'd. Roman' Knight Pomwponius Atticus , whoſe 
Life the ſaid Eminent Lawyer has publiſh'd, havi ;l 
ſoppoſs, "fa led:if out! for'a Patrers and Cappy 6 
ow-if what has been delivered: this 
Angumente well ld! her, I ſhall be fo far frgm 
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I proceed now to/a ſecond —__ what ifthe Natural - 
egexerciſes 


Prince ſtretches his. Domigion beyond the Lin 
his Power beyon$the;Compaſs againſt the Rule of the 
Law ? To this I reply 
Qrdidory af God, "Thou mayeſt not revile him,nor by 
Force relilt þjm, nor with danger to his Life, his Per- 
As;;Nis, C9 and Dignity,! ar the Publick Peace de- 
Kb eh, f*Thodare notwithſtanding bound to. pay 
bi Reverence, in Patience and Humility to poſſes 
Can This I take to /be St. Peters Podtrine, 

; when he bd vaded Submiſfion to the Kg 

u J 4 to Maſters, Fen ta-the award, 
whidbns or '#his is Thank-worthy ; if a 
RC eoſeirnce towards God indures grief, ee 
_ bs not- [6 my as Anſwering again, (35 36, 
to. 7itus commands z that, is, not faucily,- not! uey 
provebluy, Which allo is by. Peter..recommended 
TRY che Example al fChaiſt,—whowhtn be wes revited, 
renihed not again; ;Now. uſe, there-are:among u3 
CY or Dripche of Leak ens 
CE. EX t: Princip our 
ſelves. only. —_— and Tears; bumble and modeſt 
Petitions, ; which cha Primigivo gaints, and: WE t-this 
ya affica.the, onel 15 Rule, and: Remedy 
inſt Injury receivedyrom! the Suprene Magiſtrate ; 

= worth. our pains. to abſerve, how-thoſe' A 
tein 
preſs, them ungo. this: patient Su 


S Paul 


"4 Tuherizance, And, be that doth wrong. ball receive 


for 


, Hes ſtillthe Higher Power, the. 


: "6g cas A 


riftians ,/ and b - Zrmgrory they 
reward, of 


- 
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for the wrong which bt has dpne, thats; of Godi'!Again 

he ry oy whatſoever” good thing apy "Mah xy. 6.1. 

doeth , the: ſame ſhall he” receive 'of the Lord. Says 

Peter— If when'ye do well and” ſuffer for it, 'ye take it . 

patiently, this is acceptable with God. © For hereunto 

are \ye calle, beranſe Chriſt alfo' ſuffered for us; raving ' 7 _ 

wsan Example. - When he ſuffer d;' he dil: nor fo much +1. 

as threaten, but coninittted himſelf to 'bim that” judgerh =3- 

righteouſly, Paul *; Peter are not their Diſ- 
ples with hopes- of rtunity, fome time or other 

eg their joſt Right and/N atural/Liberty ; which 

had been fake enough fo have done 'initheſe theit'pri- 

vate'Eetters; Nor do they'taltk'of a Natural:erahſcen- | 

dent Power; to refift when'they ſhould be able : bur 

as became good Subjetts and Preachers of rightesu(- 

neſs, dealt plainly with them, putting them-inRetriem- 

brance-, wit they” were to-truſt unto; ſcz4, 16 'the 


reward, ard to rhe _ Punifhments to' be in- 
flited upon their Oppreflors. They had now pet-- 
teftly kde their yo 5 not ſo —— tocall Anod 
Fire froey Heaven to confurne their Eactnys, nor muſtee 
whole Legions of Angel; in theirown juſt Defence and 
Preſervation : mueh: lefs not infiſt upon their Natural 
Right againſt the Publick Peaes,, Whenee T conclude, 
that in Caſe of Injary and Oppreſſion', God is the 
onely-Jutg, to him we are'to/ appeal; to-his Care and 
Gbodnels is theCauſe'to be'commeted.OarObligations 
of Honour,Obedienese patient Submillionvand peaceable 
Sabje@ion cannot ceaſe in the' Mean Time. . If any 
ſhould' now reply, that the foreſai# paſſages-eoncera 
the'Daty of Servants ro-their Maſters;/ not of SubſeRs 
totheHigherPhwers, 1 ſhall-anſwery that St! Porert 
Diſcoutſe and Ste: P aw/sit 77245 ſeems plainly tuteiided 
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of bothiz and) I-farther,-reply-,) that. ſince Chriſtians 
- 1 Were \cammanded to be-:Subject,: not-.indecently ta an> 
_ſwet their. Patrons'\tho-freward'\and"unjuſt ;- that ſince 
they. were. nat allowed by Diſobedience - to. re: 
on thee ni Meri but. » a bs the 
- .-- © Jame: Calling\, "wherein" they \ were: callex:\; that 
iT row as: Erafmas, gloſes. upon that: Place , to bear. their 
. -gelics Delfrins Lit \ at contended minds,.-not.to. plead the Law of 
ebuoxio! ſer” Nature. againſt the Dominion of their: Maſters, nor 
wy " upon Prexexr of Religion to diſturb the Commion- 
4s j ent ealth ; if-i0 were | thus, with) Chriſtian Slaves, i+ 


z1de 
mengn'l.ex-.Dnalh;.be anderſtood thus. by parity. of. Reaſon. with 


wide eirdrwm .Chriſtian/ Subjects ,! tho they ſuffer unjuſtly," dues, 

fine manunifÞ- j\Jenlly. Thereis, I will not deny a great Difference 
Ne prerex-u 

Religima be&ween them and. us, the. Emperours and -Heads of 

Chriftione 4 Families:-being ; much more abſolute' and arbitrary, , 


| reip, tube than our-Princts./and Maſters are: at this 'day.. And 


wk. yet this will not juſtify reſiſtance, which being atten- . 
& in cs p7- ded with:the Breach of the Publick Peace and;Order, 
"__ and a Subverſion of Government in its Tendency, is as 
irregular & ſinful in a Mixt-as inan abſolute Menarchy, 
and every, whit -as repugnant to the Doctrine. of the 
Apoſtles. The Exorbitances of the ſupreme tho li- 
mited. Power can be no plea for the Subje to rebell, 
when the Publick . Contrat has expreſly forbid it. 
Bur if in contempt and \ of the Municipal Law the 
Subje&s of a; limited Monarch may- fly to the Law of 
Nature,' their Moral tranſcendent Power for #he De- 
fence-.of their-juſt Rights and Properties, I ſee no 
Reaſon, why, the Chriſtians under the Roman Em- 
pire-might not -betake themſelves. unto the ſame Law 
of Nature, their-natural tranſcendent Power, and-by 
Forceaſſert themlelyes.out of rhat Deſpotical , Unna- 
tural, Uojuſt and... Unſupportable Slavery they wu 
| £*Q - under. 
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under. -\ To.makean,End-of this, : It'is acknowledg' Meer; 

by. moſt of our ingetuous Adverfaries., :thateven 1n' ,archy, &c. 

mixt. Monarchy -as' great” Deference, Obedience and 

Submiſſion: is done to.the Perſon :of the 'King , as to. 

an Abſolate Prince. And this at: preſent: I-have only 

pleaded-;for- "I Pe 

| Now, becauſe when we back this Do&rine with the 

Chriſtians PraQzce-inthe; Primitive days, we are wont 

to meet with Scornful Men, ſach as will by. no means 

admit the Holy Apoſtles and Martyrs, as the Pattern, 

but Reqwnach them for tame Fools, as I have my ſelf 

heard ſome Cenſuring thoſe Famous Souldiers of the 

Thebean Legion, I ſhall (give ;you further to under- 

. ſtand; that our Predeceſſors 'in the Faith were' not ſo- 

weak, not ſo Szoical, not ſo Prodigal of their Eſtates, 

nor. weary of their Lives, but fo far as the Law of 

God, 8 the Politicsl Government gave them leave, 

.. were as brisk- in their own Defence, and as tender of 

their Natural and Civil Intereſts as we can be. Of 

which I ſhall offer to you a plain Demonſtrati of 

Scripture, the'more fully to explain and prove my An- 

{wer to this ſecond Query. The Apoftle Paul and Aft 16. 

Silas having been Impriſoned and Whipt at Philippi, 

unheard, .uncondemned ; - that". is, contrary to Law ; 

the Magiſtrates, upon ſecond and better thoughts, be- 

ing Conſcious. that they had exceeded theigCommitl- 

ſion, as part of- amends, and to ſtop their Legal Com- 

plaints, Fra to have them diſmiſt privately. _ But Paz, 

who could reſent an Injury as well as any. among, us, 

was .not fo ſenſeleſs apd ſtark Mad, ” to- let this: paſs 

without taking Notice, but” valuing. his Eaſe, - and-his 

Liberty, and. his Roman Priviledges better thanſo, 

ftands upon -his'terms, and” requiring at leaſt ſome 

Honourable SatisfaQions, CE this Couragious 
ellage, 


Aas 23-2. 
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—»| They | bave' beaten us openty iinrondenined, 


Meſliage | 
being Romans, aud have caſt us twto Priſon; and now 


do they thraſft'us out privately? Nay verily But let 


. them come themſelves and fetch us out ; which the Ma- 


iſtrates were torc'd to condeſcend unto, no doubtac- 

— their own Raſhneſs, and begging Pardon, 
intreated them quietly. to depart. Somewhat alike 
Story/ you will meet with ir the 224b. of the A#s, 
and inthe 19th.. where Paul "ee unto Cz#ſar. But 
when he ſtood before the High Prieſt, and was com- 
manded to be ſmitten on the Moath, Humane Infirmity, 
and ſuddea- Paſſion: provok'd him to ſpeak unadviſed- 
ly with his Lips, fo as neglecting, or forgetting his 
Duty, ' he burſt out into theſe'words, God ſhal [mite 


. thee, thou whited Wall. Here the Sapream Magiſtrate 


(for as ſuch was the High Prieſt look'd uporr by the 
Jews, though limited) proceeded 'not according to 
Law, on which Account Pax! having Reproved him 
unmannerly, upon the very firſtcheck and Intimation 
of hil@ult, confeſs'd, 7 wit not, Brethren, that he 
was the” High Prieff: 1 did" not remeber, nor care- 
fully enough conſider it with my ſelf ( for Pau! could 
Er- 
ror, "my Paſſion herein. And thus he Argyes at "laſt 
againſt himſelf; 7? is written, thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil 

the Rr bf thy People.” Let us ( my Brethren ) 
Ex PauPs Dodtrine by. his Praftice. What can 
be the ſenſe of theſe words, Let every Soul be ſubjett to 
Fligher Powers — Be ſubjett to Principalities — Obey 
Magiſtrates —'Submit your ſelves to, and Honour the 
King — _ gona: erally, og fo = Sari 

Eput of | egally, 'tis fo far from bein 
Lawfal to defend urine, or repel Thjury by fofoe 
that tis nor perinitted us' {d much as to Reproach him * 
| s by : 
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by indecent RefſeQtions on his Perſon, if the Apoſtles 
Practice may paſs for «good Conment upon his own 
Text.» And let this fafhice in Anſwer to the Second 
Queſtion. , 

I ſhould now go on totwo other remaining Queries, 
bur it being not fir for me to intrench farther upon your 
Patience, I ſhall reſerve-them to the Afternoon. And 
for a Concluſion, ſhall beg leave to look back to what 
in the beginning I took ſome little Notice of, and in 
a few words expoſtulate with our Adverſaries about 
thoſe unreaſonable Clamours they raiſe againſt us, 
who endeavour to' inform our Congregations of the 
Nature, Duty, and Neceflity of SubjeRtion to the 
Higher Powers. - - | 

| If indeed we would become Leaders of the People, 
and draw them-forth-ictto the Wilderneſs, the Field of 
Rebellion, we need nor'then Queſtion at our deſcent 
from the Pulpit, but to -meet with the Praiſes of Men 
for.quitting our ſelves ſo dexterouſly in the behalf of 


the good. of the People, 'as ſome Men-are pleaſed to- 


call ba&tion. --Might we Preach to'the.People whar- is 
grateful to their Lats and' corrupt: Hearts, i our Task. 
would be tafie, 'our Labours acceptable, and-in fome 
meaſure ſyeceſsful. If we could, 6r might be fo-wiſe 


. in our Generation, asto ſuit our Diſcourſes ro the pre- 


vailing Diſtemper- of ' the Times; —_— ur - words 
Srop Fmoothy and 'our Doctrine rury down Bomty 
with the 'Stregm of Popular Humour;'F-am fenfib 
we ſhould be hugg'd; as Men of ' Temper, Peaceable 
and Moderate Men,« Men that 'meddle not with the 
ure or-Stats Aﬀairs: That-is in Truthy char fay'no- 
thing; thar'is, (nothing to ſsz- thar is,- nothing 
toad the" Informa cicua99 Anneadnein of the 
ſent Diforders anjong'us- We might then be an happy 
| ort 
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ſort of Men, always in. Favour, 'and evermore. far. 
rounded with Applauſes,: which/are the moſt bewitch- 
ing Temptations ro ſinfal Silence and Moderation falſ] 

ſo called. Had I ex. gr. no call to this. Public 

Performance. here; did I not verily think-it both fea- 
ſonable , - and my- indiſpenſable Duty to urge the 
Doctrine of obedience to the: Higher Powers at this 
time, I might have'remain'd lurking' at home 'quier, 
not have raiſed the malice and hatred of this pteviſh 
Generation againſt me, AOT drawn upon my elf the 
odious CharaQer of. being a Tory, and a Sycophant: 
I might have been content with my: private ſolicude, 
ſometimes with Democritas, Laughing at the Folly 
and Madneſs of this unquiet. World, ſometimes with 
Heraclitus bewailing the Giddineſs of the finful Peo- 
ple, and daily in-my Cloſet , with the Prophet im- 
 ploring the Mercy of God-upon 'thus miſerable Na- 
£101 wy 


But it is otherwiſe with me aqd the reſt of my Bre- 


thren in the Miniſtry, wearenot to be -afraid of the | 
faces of ment th ;Cowardiſe,/ nor ſeek their com- © 
mendation by Treaehery and Compliance: «: ' 


It is our work and buſineſs, which-God has ordain- 
ed us to, and ſtrictly requires at! our hands, to watch 
qver Mens Souls,as they that muſt give an account,to . 
inſtruQ;to-rebuke,and toreform. their evil ways,how- | 
ever dangerous it may. be to us, or diſpleaſing to them. 
-And ſo much the ſtronger obligation les upon us to 
Preach up any-Evangelical Precept, by how much the 
more we {ce the Peoples Principles and Practices run» | 
ning counter. to the DoCtrine of the 'Goſpel.: To af- 
firm. (as, many: do) that this is: not to Preach Chriſt | 
.gnd the Faith in Chriſt is meer Ignorance, to ſay no 
worſe of it. As if to Preach the DoQtrine of Chriſt 

and 
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and the Goſpel Preceprs was not: to Preach the: Faith 


in' Chriſt. . St. Lube; Lam fore long ſince thdoghr 'fo: aac 1, 1, 


He. has.told us thas, Felix: /ert- for Paul avdheard bim +5. 
concerning the: Faith in Chriſt; What was the Subjet of 
the Apoſtles, Sermon? 'Twas— Rightrouſneſr;\ Tempes 
rauce and Judgment ,t0. come, So-that it-to-reafon of 
Righteouſneſs, and Temperance, be;to Preach thefaith 
in. Chriſt;then ſur to pleo:for Obtdiante to Aurho- 
rity, .ang- pztient- tis! 19S:#0dep Opprefiian'is likes 
wile to-Preach, the. Faith, in. Chriſt,  I-am- therefore 
little concern'd , when..'tis,.told. me, you.'loſe: this 
Friends. kindyeſs, -. that Neighbours: good- Opinion, 
you forfejt ſuch,a Perſons Favour by your indiſcreet and 
reſolute ingagement, oh theſerungrateſul- Paines.v i. A- 
laſs, theſe aze.but Worldly. motives; .not wortliy-ro 


be laid 10 the Balance with, a Mans.Duty, thee friends James 4. 4.” 
ſhip :of Menu being Enmit y with Ga, and the _ Wiſdom 1 Cor. 3. 19. 


of this, World, Eqoliſbneſs' with; him. \ The Favour: of 
God agid ſame few good Men, the.inward Peace and 
Satisfaction, that in, fimplicity. and,Godly ' ſincerity, 
I, have held forth-the words/of 7ruth.and Soberneſs; 
and the Recompence. of Reward promis'd to all rhe 
faithful diſpeaſars of. the Goſpel, will: infinitely out- 
weigh thoſe; Vai, and; Momentary, advantages. Ir is 
(Tle aſſure you) one great, deſign of the Goſpel to ſer- 
tle the unſtable minds of the Multitude in Civil Peace 
and Patient Obedience,to compoſe them unto cheartul- 
neſs, and a. readineſs unto every good work... Andiit is 
by. conſequence our Puty,, and ought to be our endea- 
vour. to, Promote the ſame to-the utmoſt of our Power, 
to put,;an hook in the Noſtrils of 'the Leviathans-of 
our, unhappy Age, to chaſtiſe ſuch as make ſport and 
xy the, Wantons in the Diſturbances of the Common- 
wealth; ,'Fhus tnuch I here freely confeſs, concerning 
: RTE CFE"  & the 
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the Nature and Deſigri'of the Goſpel, and onr Duty: 
and think it fo fat froth being at Objeftion againſt the 
truth of the Revelation of Jeſtis Chriſt, ot a-Crirne tr 
us,” that *tis'its- firpular Excellency, ard ought tobe 
accoutited” our Glory and” Commendation; whatever 
the conceited Arheiſts, the profane Wits, and the buſy 
Pamphleteers of theſe days fay to the contrary. For 
is it not reaſonable thus x& &e 'of the Wiſdom, and 
Righteouſnes, ave Goodneſs of God'? That he who 
rakes care bf the Lilies of "the Feld; of the Sparrow 
en | the Houſe top, and numbers the very Fairs of onr 
Head ; that he: who' regards evety parficular 
welfare, and is pleaſed tommake known our mutual 
Duty. one toward atiother in' our private Relation, 
ſhould much more/provide'for the Henour and ſafety 
of Principalities and Poivers , of the Publick Peace 
and the relative Offices between the* Prince and the 
Subje&. Is not this Pablick, this General good of 
infinite more Yalne to the World, and more Worthy 
gracious regard of God by 
Revelation ? He that rrels the Goſpel ( and all 
Revelation) as a Trick of State, a Politick contrivance 
of Prieſts, and Damns the Miniſters of the Goſpel, as 
baſe Inſtruments'of the Pritices Tyranny, becauſe both 
i and they teach Obedience to the Soyeraign Ma- 
giſtrate; may as well argue againſt our Religion and 
us, becauſe we inſtru Children to Obey therr Parents, 
Servants to be ſubjeft to their Maſters, and exhort 
you all to mutual Love, Peace, Charity, Juſtice and 
Uprightneſs one towards another. I maintain then, 
that. Peace on Earth, National Peace, is one principal 
aim of our Chriſtianity , one of the Chief 


defign'd us here below, by Chriſts appearance in the: 
Fleſh, and was the argument of the 7 irrigrm rw ng 
| Anthem 
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Anthem at his/'Birth, '' And”'6h ! Hes beret on 
the Mountains are the feet of them' that by g good k 


Tidings, and: publiſh ' Peace 2 who: inthe 
God charge the : with the Ki s Peace. 0 3665 8 
Ay but (fay ſome) theſe Prieſts are'always medling 
with the Municipal Laws of the Land, oberudingup- 
an their Auditors fuch diſcourſes, as would beſeem 
the Reverend. Judges on the Beneh, rather than Mi- 
niſters in the - This exception (I'confels) im- 
'Commendation,' tho it carries little 


of truth ig.it. However (ſince 'tis made uſc'of againſt . 


us) why (I beſeech you!) may got we acquaint |; 
whe i thob hes Rea 7 hcl hw" Ke ales 
with the Law, which is in part the meaſute -of our 
SubjeRion to Civil - Authority ;' 25 well as -othery 
Exanine the Goſpel, which is che Rule of their Obe- 
ues Tile to their Pence 19h. prheyen 4 
ow 15 4t, potttale-tor: us, 'to-Rate the queſtion 'artght? 
Ualeſs. we firſt inform the Conſcience of the las of 
the Land, which (as many contend) is the only Stan- 

dard of our.Duty: to the Prince. . LA 
" _ Pur'cis-yot er Objeted.' You are ſuch ſtick- 
lers, ſo. re ;on'[this Poing, tharyour Sycophancy 
is Manikeſt, 2nd your Harangues become Nauſeous to 
the Peoples Stomachs. Ay, and will beſo, as long 
as werthwart their quarreliſom Humour, as long as 
we-oppaſe their turbulent Prattices againſt the preſent 
Powers, 15:there not reaſon”, a neceſſity torus fo 
to do ? ' Are: there. inet more Underminers of the Go- 
vernmpent, than Rreachers-of Sabmiſſion to Authority - 
Are.there nor mareLibels-(enr forth co overturn the 
_ preſent: Bitabliſhment,! than ' Scrmons' co:upheld the 
Peace.and:Qrder.of the State? 'Yea, are nor rhe'Ene- 
| | H 2 - mics 


"61 


19* 


Matth. 6. 34. 


1Epiſt, 1, 


$EFMOANAIL Y 

ace. more; apparently. guillty.:'of Fla y 

W ©" p fawn.gu. "PM or Cenet te Þ the- Popu- 
feng People; peve rr thebMobile” Jorg 

nteat and, $6 Mill il op; alien n-cont 

hiv Moxien.;: 1 cheiv Fears}'and -A- 
na, them; ith the | os Profpet of remote. dangers! 
Fo theſe ſi te Artsmprovi /ehekr wane" 

tons of danger, o( which? "1b& Ge, 
Sh ugegrtainand ta diſtace)/dvth £8 
uiet of the Nation:::Foolithly: ahticipatig 
On. 6} wel and bereaving.us. all of our/ preſent 
pinch by tg0.qereful a, proyideace" of! futiire'trou- 
" whereas: Wiklorh its ſelf has ſaid; $haf we mu# 
Th taligwr of (Cortes © ond jufficient to tha diy # the 

wil the 

"Hg RIP? {fororh), ſhould: we for diſcharging our 
gage 'be. thus, malinquſly flandered ; /as'/Hypoerites 
ang ;Court-Blapterers1 Did. Baa! flaner-N2/v in'ihis 
Epiſtle.to the, Rowars2 It.cannot:'be'imagin'd; | Dit 
Peife tter all the Princes and Magiſtrates ir Porte, 
Aſia, Galatia, Cappadocia and:Bithynia (tothe Chriſti- 
ans of which Provinces he:;wrote,! as uns inthe 


Preamble of that, Bpiſtle It cannot be ſa pos'd; "Did 
Paul here in the Texh put T:tus upon 'Unehriſti- 
an, Servile,: that Unmanly. art of: F 2. Tt: cannot 


be thought... Or;was- our- bleſſed- Saviour himſelf 
Flattezer,, when, he bids lis Jeus—— give unto Czlar; 
the, things: that ars Ceſar i: Surely none' will" fate ts 
harbour ſo. mean, ſaBlaſphemous thoughts of the Son 
of God. In fine were all the Biſhops, ! Prieſts," 'and 
Holy... Men of Old ;- that 4aid-down their Lives' for 
the Faith, Paraſites? 'Was:\Tertullian a'Sycophant? 
who logizing for the Chriſtians thus beak on their 

We C hriſtiaes . edore the Righteous Fudgment 
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of God, who has Ordain'd the Emperor to Govern the 
Nations We Chriftiams are Paemies- to none; nonot to 
the” Emperor, who 1s appoimmred Riiler over us" by God, 
and tis our duty to Love, Reverence, Honour, and wiſh 
him Proſperity: We Chriſtians in the firſt place Reve- 
rence and \Otey God, and next unto him the Emperor. 

Is this Flagtery ? Was 'thisz an JunfaithfulRepreſen- 
tation of the Chriſtians-L y- in. Days > In 
no wiſe. To make an end of this Apology, If the 
Primitive Fathers and Noble Martyrs, it the Holy 
Apoſtles; if "the Bleffed Jeſus were Sycophants, then, 
O my Soul, come not thou into zhezr Secrets; Mine 
Honour, be not thou/United ta #hezr Aſſemblies, who 
whilſt we are labouring for Peace, -make themſelves 
ready | for Battel,.- I: had\much- rather be reckoned a- 
mong thoſe Hypocrites, and to have my Portion with 
thoſe Glorious Tranſgrelſors. This ſhort Defence of 
my ſelf. and Brethred wilbnot (I hope ) be accounted 
unſeaſonable;*nor can it be look'd upon-as impertinent 
to the Text; itt be well coakdecks as noqueſtion4t 
will be:by ſo Judicious an/Audience. TIF. then it be 
right inthe fight of God, to Obey Man rather than God; 
to follow thic:People.1in: their "Tabilondy, rather than 
the Apoſtles Canon'of putting them in mind 70 be ſubs 
jett-to. Principality, &c, Judge ye: 
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Titus 3. Ver. 1. 
Put them in Mind to be ſubjef, &c. 


TT muſt be confes'd that all Partics AMong us 2c- 
knowledge { in general )) Obedzence due to the 


memes no butin the mean timeare fo 
iſcrably Divided mm Opinion, in what Perſon or Pcr- 
ſons the Supream Power is Lodg'd, that { as our Lora 
| Prophetically deſcribing the Hereſtes and Diviſions of 
the Church, forc-tells chat one Separation would cry, 
toe, here is Chrift ; another, lot, he u there: .Even thus 
it fares with us at this day, as to the Higher Power. ) 
We are not yet agreed among our ſelves, to whom the 
Supream Authority of &he Nation belongs, nor by 
"Conſequence know, how far Non-reſiſtance of the 
Prince in our preſent Conſtitution is Obligatory. Thoſe 
who of {ate have wrote on this Argument, have fo un- 
mercifully tormented the DoCtrine of SubjeRion with 
diſtin&ions, - that 'tis as hard to come to the knowledge 
of our Duty, what Governours we are to obey, __— 
an 
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2nd when, how, and in what Caſe, in whar ſenſe and 
degree Reſiſtance is Unlawful, as 'ris to find the true 
Dottrine of the in the School-men, or to di- 
re& the Conſcienes in the PraQice of Holineſs out of 
the Jeſuits Morals. This Evangelieal Precept is fo 
ſtrangely Wire-drawn, brought into ſo narrow com- 
paſs, that I eanrivt apprehend what tye can be hid 
upon the Subje&, ſince 'tis impoſſible, bur fome \ 
pretence or other a FaQtious Spirit may till alledge 
ſomething to Juſtifie his Rebellion : For moſt of cheſe 
Diſputers about the Nature of our Government, do. 
ſtill centre and agree upon this one Peſtilent and 
Ruining Principle, That the ag me the Law of 
Nature, by the firſt Reaſon of Government, by a 
Moral tranſcendent Power ( not expreſs'd, but neceſ- 
farily implyed in every Political Conſtirution ) are 
cheir own Judpes ; what their Rights and Priviledges 
are, when Property is Invaded, when Religion 1s itt 
danger to be Subverted, when Liberty of Conſcience 
is Violated, and when their Civil and Spiritual Inte- 
reſts may forcibly be maintain'd. How of late was 
Obedience to the Higher Powers run down with full. 
Cry, forc'd to sKulk, and paſs along the Streets in 
Maſquerade ? ' And fometimes to Attire her ſelf in the 
Harlotry and Diſguiſe of Rebellion its ſelf? So that 
an inquiſitive Man would have' been puzzled to diſcos 
ver her, as much as Diogenes was ro find out an Honeſt 
Man, or #1ijah another beſides himſelf, that had not 
bowed the Knee to Bal. The Matter is (Bleſſed be 
God ) ſomewhat atneaded amony us'in appearance : 
Yet becaule *tis to be feared that rhere are fr many 
tainted with FaQious Principles (a very little of 
which, like the Leaven of the Phariſees, 1s able to 
Leavett and Corrupt the whole Lump) fince many 
1gnorant- 


56 SARMOM 1H: 
; ignorant. People, know)not which way to turn'them- 
{clves, - nor whoſe Servants ithey, are, whom they 
ought. to, Obey... .I ſhall, now; proceed. farther on the Þ 
Argument,ot Non-reſiſtance, and, endeavour to reſolve * 
two, other . Queries. relating hereunto: ' The (firſt of | 
which is, Y | E: 

What if the Supream Power ſets up Idolatry ? What 
it he become ah Enemy to Godlineſs, a Betrayer of the 
' true Reformed Religiop-of the Nation? Still I Reply; 
he.is thy Natura] Leige'Prince, and the Ordinance of 
God. When, the Citizens of ' Delphi, upon the ap- 
proach of Xerxes in his Formidable Invaſion of Greece, 
Conſuked the Oracle, : what. courſe they ſhould take 
for the preſervation of their;Religion; their Sacred 
wrie ingyys Reliques ? They received "this, Anſwer — God" i able 
Sres wy to provide for the Security of his own Honour and Wor- 
iw7rs TS ſhip. "Tis not, unlikely thoſe. wretched Pegple were 
—_— more ſollicitous, about the, </aS%a=, thoſe; Rich Pre- 
ſents, and Incſtimable/Treaſures, which had been-ſent 
to the Idol by Creſus and other, Superſtitious Princes, 
more than for the Honour of God. And fo I fear 'tis 
with moſt among us, whatever Zeal they make ſhew | 

of for the Preſervation of Religion, and the Glory: of 
God ; the care of their Wealth and Eſtates is at the bdt- 
tom of all, which indeed they are not athamed in their 
Diſcourſes many times to own. But whatever it be, 
and though the Oracle of the Devil ſeems to deny that 


Prop Liberty of uſing Lawful means for the Security 


of their Religious Treaſure ( for certainly 'twas Law- 
ful tor them to defend both againſt, the Power and 
Avarice of an Invader, either by hiding it -in the 
Earth, or removing it into a more ſafe place, which 
was the only Queſtion put to the Oracle ) yet certain- 
ly the Infallible Oracles of God does not allow us to 

| maintain 
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| maintain his'Honour by diſhonouring, and illegal Reſi- 
= ſtance of -our Natural Prince: (For God himſelf is able 
x to defend it, and has taken it into his own immediate 
Protection, if the Prince qi_ron, 3 Nor may we 
upon Pretence of the purity of Divine Worſhig renhunce 
our Lawful Soveraign. : | | 

That Dominion u founded in Grace is as, wild a Pa- 
radox as that other of ts being founded-in-Property , 
and is ſo much the more dangerous, in that being the 
Manufatture of Rome, and tranſported hither by their 
Spiritual Merchants, the Jeſuites, is bought up grec- 
dily by our zealous Huckſiters, the true Proteſlant Dil- 
ſenters. - So far indeed the Government is beholden to 
them, that they have -almoſt monopoliz'd the Com- 
modity.. But, .my Brethren, ye. have- not , I hope, 
ſo Learned Chriſt. 1 do not read, that our Lord or 
his Apoſtles give us leave,nor Encouragement to. pro- 

ate Chriſtianity by the, Sword, or- to defend the 
Goſpel by Tumult and Railing at, Superiors, or. 
Threatening to,advance another-0n the Throne, whom 
we ſhall pleaſe. to canonize for a_ Saint , contrary to 
the Known and Fundamental . Law of Succeſſion. 
Peter, who miſtaking Chriſts meaning, when he bad 
the Diſciples to furniſh themſelves . with Swords, 


Put up thy Sword. *Tis worth our while to take a view 
of our Lords Diſcourſe and Behaviour on this Occaſion. 


the Sword. Thinkeſt thou not, that I can pray to my 5 
Father, and he ſhall preſently give me more than twelve 
Legions of Angels for my Defence. But how then ſhall 
the Scripture be fulfilled > It was not then {as ſome 
are pleas'd-to affirm of the Primitive Saints ) for 
want of Power that our Lord would not reſiſt, but in 

I Con- 


brisklycut oft Malchus's Ear,but received this Check— marth. 26. 52. 


For, ſays he, they that take the Sword, ſhall periſh by V. 52. 
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Conſcience to the Ordinance, and in Obedience to the 
Authority of the Prieſts. Befides, Chriſt to make 
amends for the raſhneſs of that hot headed Diſciple 
was pleas'd by a miraculous Cure of the Wound to re- 
pair that publick Injury and Breach of the Peace -( for 
ſuch it was, Malchus. being one -of the High Prieſts 
Servants.) This (I imagine ) gave fuch SatisfaQtion 
on all fides, as you read not that the Crime was ever 
laid to Peters Charge,nor roſe up in Judgment againſt 
our Saviour. - Hence *tis very probable that St. Peter 
afterwards became a moſt Zealous Aſſertor of the Do- 
Qrine of SubjeQion , as you will find in his firſt 
Epiſtle, The Children of ſrae/ under Pharaohs hard 
Bondage cryed unto the Lord > And God undertook 
their Deliverance : not by Encouraging them to refiſt 
the King, and diſturb the Peace by Rebellion. But 
ſending Moſes and Aaron to - «pore in their behalf. 
God himſelf condeſeended to ſend Ambaſladors to him, 
and became a peaceable Interceflor for them. And 
left Pharaoh ( as he did) ſhould look upon Moſes's 
Meſſage as a Sham, and his Miracles, as the Magical 
Tricks of an Aſpiring Spirit, how did God Evidence 
the Truth thereof ? With what Power and Might,and 
outſtretched Arms did the Lord of Hoſts ſecond 
his Petitions 2 All the Reſiſtance they offered was bur 
running away , and that too by the ſpecial Appoint- 
ment of God, When the Tyrant purſued them, 
(tho in a warlike Poſture and Able in ſome Meaſure 
to (cl! their Lives at a dear rate, yct) they did not life 
up their Hands againſt the Kings Army. And when 
ir muſt needs be, God contriv'd and wrought their De- 
liverance without their ative Reſiſtance, or the 
Breach of the Peace, himſelf overthrowing Pharaoh 
and 


SERMON\W 
and his Egyptians in the Red Sea. God, who is the 
Author of Peace and Order, the Ordainer of Govern» 
ment, ſeems always to have been. ſo | tender in this 
Point, that he never has made uſe of his/ ſupreme 
Power and Prerogative, fo as to Commiſſion or Ju- 
Kify any Subje& in their Reſiſtance of the Higher 
Powers, no not when the Higher Powers have been 
rejeted, and their Succeſlors appointed by God 
himſelf, The T{fraelizes petitioned Reboboam ' for 
redreſs of - Grievances, and after denyal, ten Tribes 
revolted, but the Spirit of God has all along term'd it 
Rebellion, Shew me if it be. poſlible ) one ſingle 
Inſtance in all the Changes of Government among 
them, where God contriv'd, or countenanc't, or the 
Spirit of God has commended or excus'd the Uſur- 
pation. But this Point has been fo learnedly handled, 
and ſo fully demonſtrated by many Excellent Pens of 
late, that I think it needleſs at Prefent toenlarge my 
{elf farther on this SubjeEt. | | 

If it be objeted that our Caſe is different from the 
Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians, our Religion being 
the Religion of the State eſtabliſh'd by Law =: (And 
blefied be God it is fo. Let our Mouths befilled with 
Laughter, and our Tongues with Joy. Let our Hearts 
be enlarg'd with Thankfulneſs to God, and the King 
for this Unvaluable Blefling. Bur if for our Unwor- 
thineſs and Unfruitfulneſs under this Spiritual Advan- 
tage, God as a Puniſhment of our Sins ſhall pleaſe to' 
turn the Hearts of our Rulers,againſt us and the Truths 
we profeſs” What then? May we revile them ; may we 
by torce reſiſt them ;$ may we ſecretly conſpire 2gainſt 
them; may we murder or ejetthem? (Godtorbid. ) Re- 
ligion upon pretence of being the eſtabliſh'd Law -n 
I 2 the 
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the Land hes no better Security thereby , than'thoſe 
Laws..by which! wo lay claim  to'our Temporal :In- 
tereſts. -It-is then only to be .confidered as ſuch, as to 
the Formal Nature, tho not as: to the ſubjet Matter 
of it.. -So that look how we are to demean our ſelves 
towards our Governours upon: the Violation of our 
Civil Rights (of which I diſcours'd in the Forenoon)) 
the, ſame Courſe we muſt take upon their Breach of 
Truſt in our Spiritual, We muſt by no means reſiſt, 
atiront, or libel them. We muſt not bring railing 
Accuſations, nor vent venemous and ſpiteful Words 
againſt their Honour, Safety and Government, -One 
Special Advantage we have as to our Religious con- 
cerns above our Temporal, ſc. the Promiſe ot the more 
immediate Care and ProteQtion of God , whoſe we 
are, and whom we ſerve, which is an Anchor of the 
Soul both ſure and ſtedfaſt : that if the Earthly De- 
fender of our Faith leaves us, God himſelf will receive 
us under his- Wings, and at laſt crown our Sufferings, 
with a far more Exceeding and Eternal Weight of 
Glory. Bur, 

I proceed tothe Second, which is the Grand Query 
and Difficulty of all , which many Men of Under- 
ſtanding and 'Sobriety, Men of Intereſt in their Coun- 
try make a mighty Queſtion of, For ( ſay they ) 
Saving to the Kings Perſon all due Honour and intire 
Submiſſion; may we not by Force reſiſt his evil Coun- 
fellours, his wicked Inſtruments, his Cut-throat Of 
cers, thoſe who for baſe and itious Ends invade the 
Peoples Liberties and Properties ? I reply, No, you 
may not; which Concluſion I ſhall back with ſome 
following Reaſons, in-Order whereunto, I muſt pie- 
miſe, f:rſt, 


That 


og 2 RE er AE EG 


=> +0 x,” a Jas nm 2 
ANeARat ans in UC ae : 


Mz 


: on La tc} EHSCSCBIS ES. 34s 


Wha wo fa 2d" 


j. dais 5 IE SR re bf ig Fe 
EIS "HEE br Shes HED. 
— 


Fl 
# 
% 
A 
o * 


SERMON 1IIL 
That I do not” plead - for ative Obedience , when 
the. ſubordinate Magiſtrate Afts contrary to Law, 
but agaioſt active Reſiſtance only, - No; good Subject, 
no honeſt Patriot-, ought , neither will become an 
Inſtrument of Tyranny, a Betrayer of his own, and 
Fellow Subjedts juſt Rights and Priviledges ; by actual 
Complyance and Execution of illegal Commands. If 
the Kings Miniſters ſhould order me to cut my Neigh- 
bours Throat, to pillage his Houle ,. to levy, Taxes 
upon his Eſtate contrary to Law, 'I am not bound, to 
obey, nay, I am 'bound in Conſcience not to obey. 
But to oppoſe them by Force is on the other Hand 
unexcuſable before God: and Man. It being a Manifeſt 
Violation of the Publick Peace, and of Worſe Conſe- 
uence to the Government than the arbitrary procee- 
ings of the Kings Miniſters can be. 


When affirm , that the Kings Miniſters ought not 
to be reſiſted by Force, I underſtand only ſuch as are 
Legally commiſſionated by him. For they, who by 
a pretended Secret, or Extraordinary Commitllions 
( unto which the Government is a Stranger ) invade 
my Perfon. or Eſtate, I may oppoſe them and repell 
Force by Force. The Kings publick and deliberate 
Will declared in the known unrepeal'd Laws. of the 
Land is to take Place of his private and ſudden Will 
expreſt in a Secret Warrant or Commilſlion : Aa 
Officer employed and ating in ſuch an illegal and 
extraordinary Manner is not to be lookt upon as the 
Kings Miniſter, but is to be treated as a Thief and 
common Enemy, and ſuch he will be tound to be in 
the Judgment of the Kings Laws. I grant there- 
tore, thar in this. Caſe Reſiſtance may be made Con- 
{cien- 
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ſcientiouſly, but not when the Officer is Legally 


Commiſſionated. | Becauſe, that would be a B of 


the Publick Peace; and a Subverfion of the Go- i 


vernment by Tumalt and Rebellions. 


When I acknowledge that the Kings Officers not | 
Legally Commiſſionated may be reſiſted, I do not | 
thereby intend ſeditious or Tumultuous Reſiſtance, * 
ſach as is accompanied with Publick diſturbance. I do ' 
not impower the Subject to beat up the Drum, to 


liſt Soldiers, and to march in the Field, in a warlike 
or riotous Poſture, tho the Kings Miniſters ſhould a& 


never ſo extravagantly. In ſo doing he exceeds his 


Political Power , and uſurps ſach an Authority as is © 


expreſly provided againſt by the Law. It is more- # 
over a Beach of the Pablick Peace, and direQtly tends ? 


"unto the Subverſion of the Government. No Reſiſtance 


can in Conſcience nor with Safety to the Common- | 


wealth be made, but what is permitted us by the ex- 
preſs Law of the Land. The Reſiſtance then J allow 
of in the Caſe pur, is ſuch as I am enabled to by the 


Politick Contra@ of the State, as appealing to Su- ! 


perior Courts or Magiſtrates, or in my fingle Perſon 
reſiſting the violence Offered to me, ſuch as I may uſe 
againſt an Highway-man, a Fellon or a Marderer, 
For they, who, by Virtue of a private Commiſiion from 
the King, contrary to his known Publick Will publiſh'd 


in his Laws, invade my Perſon or my Property are} 


no better than Thieves and Rogues, and may by per 


ſonal Force be thus reſiſted, this being ſo far from : 


being a Breach of the Publick Peace, or taking upon 


me more than by Law belongs to me, as that 'ris but ! 
the Execution of the Kings deliberate Will, the Law, * 


and 


JD CL" IFE RSS MERE©A 4 atm. cacicoil  EEG.C.,.: 


—_ ES 


SERMON II 


and andy my ſelf, as the Law of the Land per- 
mitts me, and as the Law of Nature,SelEpreſervation 

uides me. Theſe things premis'd, I return to my re» 

lution of the Query propounded, 2. e. That upon the 
infringement of our Liberties, or incroachments upon 
our Civil Intereſts, we may in no wiſe forcibly reſiſt 
the Kings Legal Miniſters, however Exorbitant and Ar- 
bitrary they are in the execution of their Power. The 


” reaſons of this concluſion are as follow : 


1. Becauſe the holy Scripture has plainly laid down 


* ourduty of Obedience and Non-reſiſtance of the Sub- 
= ordinate, as well as of the Supream Magiſtrate. 


Thus much I hinted in-the explication of the Text, 


: that when St. Pau! with ſo much variety of Phraſe 


direts 73:us to put the Cretiars in mind, that zhey 
be Subjeft to Principalities and Powers, and Obey Mar 
giftrates, he cannot in my Judgment be thought to: 
crifle ſo long, and by Principalities, Powers and Ma- 
giſtrates, in the Plural number, only. intend all that 
while the perſon of the Emperour. He muſt alſo mean 
the Subordinate Miniſters in Crete. Befides I cannor 
conceive that the Apoſtle ſhould intend to admoniſh 
them of their duty rowards the Emperour only, andro: 
have ſo little regard to the Publick Peace,as to permit 
them upon every diſguſt and grievance,to moveSedition 

ainſt the Pro-prztors or Deputy Governours of thar 
Hand. But I will not inſiſt upon this conjeftural In- 


: terpretation, however unqueſtionable it ſeems to-me. 


Yet St. Peter is moſt expreſs herein — Submit your 
felves to the King as Supream, and to Governonrs-as un- 
to them that are ſent by him, 4. e. unto Subordinate 


? iſtrates and Judges commiſſion'd by the King, 


Laſtiy, I obſerve St. Paul exhorts that Supplicarions 
and Prayers, Interceſſions and Thanksgitvings be made 


far 


1 Pets 2. 13, 
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for Kings, and for all that are in Authority. Pray for. © 
them we muſt," not fight againſt them, which will 
appear from the reaſon intorcing this Precept. 

. To this end we are commanded to Pray for them 
——that we may live quiet and peaceable lives in all God- 
lineſs and Honeſty. But if we ſhould Pray for them 
and at the ſame time riſe up againſt them, our Actions 
would contradict our Prayers, we ſhould undo with 
our hands, what we are bound to interceed for with our 
Hearts and Lips; we ſhould fruſtrate the deſiga.of our 
own Intercellions : an, Hypocriſy as impious 4n- us , 
as 'twas Ridiculous; in that Emperour, who detained 
the Pope,in Priſon, and yet.commanded Prayers to be 
made for, his .cnlargement. [The late Writers about 
Subjectien (the more moderate of them, who main- 
tain the People to have a Power of reſiſting, only the 
Subordinate Miniſters of the King , his deſtrudyye 
Counſellers and Agents) ſeldom or never take notice 
of theſe paſſages. in the word of God, as far as I have 
obſery'd ; eſpecially nod that of St. Peter upon which 
E lay the greateſt ſtreſs of my argument, and think it 
unan{werable. He certainly knew beſt and more ex- 
attly weighed our Lords Doctrine, who firſt violated 
this Evangelical Canon in cutting off Malcþus's Ear 
(the High Prieſts ſervant) and was roundly reprov'd 
by Chriſt for ſo doing. And why St. Peters pretend- 
ed  Succeſlors and their Diſciples ſhould ſo far for- 

et themſelves, 'as to run into the ſame excels, -as their 

r{t Founder did,and yet not, as hedid, renounce their 
error, but ſtand obſtinately in the defence of them- 
ſelves, no other reaſon can be given, but their blind 

Zeal of propagating Religion by the Sword, ſince 
reaſon and argument and exemplary Lives ( which 
are the moſt powerful and the only Goſpel motives 
| to 


* 
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k - tg-perſwade)- having: fo long fince fail'd them. For 


| RY my own part:I doubt -not to affirm, that as the 
'- King within his own: Dominions is the Image and 

| F KRepreſentativeof God in the Government of the Peo- 
ple; ſoarethe inferior Magiſtrates the Image and Re- 

| preſentativesboth of God and thgKing : that as the Su- 
- pream Governour is Gods immediate Ordinance,ſo are 
they, that are ſent, by him, the mediate and derivative 
Ordinance of God. Tagal freely with you,l queſtion 
got that Obedience and SubjeQion in all its branches, 
in its utmoſt latitude is. due to-one as well as tother : 
that in caſe of the greateſt outrages committed by them 
either through negle£t, or miſtake, or Paſſion, or pri- 
vate Intereit or. Revenge, or Servile Flattery of the 
Princes: Humour, the , Subject ought not. to ſeek re- 
dreſs but by: ſuch Peaccable methods as the Law pre- 
ſcribes.and:allows: that in the, mean time he ought 
to abſtain from Violent Defence and Aktive Reſiſtance. 
For ſo is the Will of God, that we ſuffer .Patiently, 
at we Honour and Reverence, not Revile; fot Li- 

|: the Perſons of the'Subordinate Governours, ſent 
or commiſſioned by the King. - Let no one think here 
to avoid-the. ſtrength of thus Scripture argument, by 
diſtinguiſhing 'between. the Government. of an abſo- 
lute Arbitrary Prince, ſuch were the Emperaurs: of- 
Old, and a mixt or limited Government, as our's 
is at this day. Tlis makes no difference, gives the 
Subje& no Priviledge of reſiſting the Kings Miniſters 
The Power of the Subordinate : Magiſtrate, is of the 
ſame Nature in both theſe Governments, limited in 
rhe former by the will of the Emperour, in his pulick 
EdiQs, and -private. Inſtructions ; limited in the'lat- 
ter by the known Laws of the Nation, lIct the Price 
be Arbitrary, or not, ſtill his Miniſters are always 
K limited 
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Itmited: though they tranſgres and: depart from their 
Rule, the People has in neither caſe fibres turbulent- 
ly to defend themſelves, with the breach of rhe Pab- 
lick Peace, the preſervation whereof is ſtill the Funda- 
mental Principle and Care of every Government, whe- 
ther Abſoiute or Limited. For which reaſon the Sub- 


jets in the Roman State were directed to appeal unto; - 


Ceſar as their laſt refuge, : and we in_ this Nation unto 
the Kings Supreme Court of Juſtice as our only remedy 
againſtinjury ; it they faifd,or we be diſappointed of 
our expeQations,we-have _— more to do, than pa- 
tiently to ſubmit to the Will and Providence of God. 
This I take-to be St. Peters Doctrine, and am ſure 
was. St. Pauls Practice, as is before prov'd; and I lay 
it down as the firſt Reaſon of my reſolution of the 
Queſtion under debate. We muſt not forcibly reſiſt 
the inſeriour Magiſtrates, becauſe it is the expreſs 
Doctrine of the Scripture. 

cauſe violently to reſiſt the Kings Inſtruments 


| Legally commiſſionated by him, is inconſiſtent with 


our Duty to the Perſon of the King himſelf. By the 
Do&trine of the Goſpel we are to Love, to: Honour the 
Kings Perſon, not Libelling Him, not defaming Him. 
What is the meaning of this ? We are not to bring into- 
Queſtion his Abilities, his Juſtice, his Wiſdom, his. 
Vigilance, his Integrity, his Fidelity to his Oaths and 
Aſſurances given us of Good and Legal Government. 

Butihe whoby Force reſiſts the Kings Officers, Diſ- 
honours the Kings Perſon, and Stains his reputation 
inal{rhoſe reſpedts : by his turbulency and ſturdy re 
fifalnce of the Magiſtrate, he. does in. cffe& tell the 
World, that the King is unable or unwilling! to Pro- 
te&t him, reſolved tocruſhand oppreſs him: He there- 
by ſuggeſts the Higher Power, to be either Fool or 
Knave, 
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SERMON IN. 
'Knave, or Tyrant, or Perjur'd, under which imputati- 
ons 'tis diſhonourable for him to Lie. For no man 
that thinks his Prince able to detend him, will Rio- 
touſly defend himſelf. No one that judges him upright, 
but will peaceably- appeal to him, none that believes 
him a Man of Honour and Conſcience, will queſtion 
to be relieved by him, and his Superior Gpurts of 
Juſtice. In a word, there can be no reſiſtahce, no 
affront Qffer'd to the Kings Miniſters, but tends direQtly 
to the Diſhoriour of the Kings Perſon. The King has 
the ſame reaſon to complain of thote that Violently 
perſecute his Miniſters, as God had of the 7ſrae/ites, 
whom nothing would ſatisfy but to have Samuel de- 
pos'd — They k ave not rejeted thee, but they have re- 
jected me. Againlt me principally is this Rebellion 
and Change ot Government delign'd. Every Indignity 
caſt upon-the Servant, refle&s upon the Maſter, and 
as Naturally and Neceffarily aſcends unto the Head,the 
Supreme Governour of the Body Politick, as the pains 
and anguiſh ofa wounded Member arifes unto the Head 


-of a Natural Body, He that breaks my Bones and 
bruiſes my Fleſh, and yet tells me he is tender of my 


Head (the Seat of Senſation) may (it he pleaſe) Va- 
lue his-wit upon the diſtinction, but cannot ſatisfy me 
thereby for the injury done me. And againas upon 
pretence-of Putrefa&tion to lop! oft all the Members 
one after another, is certain deſtru&ion borh to the 
Body andthe Head, which cannot. conſiſt without the 
Integral -parts : fo they -who will never acknowledg 
the Prince to have any faithful Servants and Counſel- 
lors, but are ſtill ready to cut them off ſo ſoon as they 
are received into his Favour and Service, whatever 
kindneſs they make ſhow of to him ; yet torcing him 
to'be thus Naked and to ſhift for himſelf, leaving him 
| K 2 as 
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as it were to wander alone on the Mountains, as a 
Partridg, to ſit as a Pelicane in the Wilderneſs, or as 


au Owl in the Defart, do indeed deſtroy the Govern- 


- ment, and by Neceffary Conſequence murder the Ki 
» Perſon alſo." And if Reaſon will not, I-am ſure 


Experience has once convinc't us of this Truth. | 

To uſe Force againſt the Kings Legal Inſtruments 
is 2 Breach of the Publick Peace, Fruſtration of the 
Cliict Ends of Society , the Good of the People , and 
endangers the Diſſolution of the. whole Frame of 
Government. For without Order: and peaccable Sub- 


zeftion, there is nothing but Confuſion and Violence, 


and perfe&t Anarchy, our Perfons, our Lives , our 
Liberties and Properties (when once a Civil War is 
commenc't )) being expos'd to the Dominion and 
Cruelty, and Avarice of the Revengeful and Succeſsful 
Conqueror. And becauſe I have made the Preſerva- 
tion of the Publick Peace, the Gronnd of much of my 
Reaſoning in this Diſcourſe I the rather chooſe here a 
little to enlarge my ſelf upon that Topick, I ſhall readily 
grant ( if it be demanded ) that rhe Good of the Go- 
verned is the firſt Reaſon, and the great End of Go- 
vernment : bur the next,and in order to it is the Publick 
Peace, which is the very Life and Soul of Govern- 
ment, and abſolurely neceſſary. to the Peoples , both 
Private and Political Happineſs. As theretore ris the 
Princes Office by any means to ſecure it, ſo it is the 
Subjes Duty and- Intereſt to keep it , tho with the 
loſs of rheir private perſonal Concernments. Peace- is 
an unvaluable Bleſſing ; like that rich Jewell in the 
Goſpel, 'tis Worth our while to ſell all we have for the 
purchaſe of ir. I have ſeldom read (nor does it often 
happen , ) that the Subjets Circumſtances were fo 
hard, their Condition ſo miſerable, where *twas oem 
tnclr 
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thejr while to! hazard their Lives and Fortunes by 
Civil Diſcord. * 

Pax bello: potior ſeems to be a Rule almoſt without 
Exception: 'But thar other ex 5ells pax is& Morto fit 
only for Traitofrs- arid. |Ufurpers'to ſtamp»upan'|their 
Medals. | Let any underſtanding 'Man fic down, and 
with himſelt calmly confider, how eaſy it is, (when 
once the Sacred Bonds: of. Civil Peace-are broke ) for 
a forraign Egemy:to-inrade and enſlave the Nation; 
what Devaſtations are made, what Detriment ſuſtain'd 
in private Eſtates, how much Time and Expenſe of 
Treaſure is required'before any tolerable Settlement can 
be made; how eaſy *ris for the-Conqueror to ſet up'a 
Tyrannical and Arbitrary Government, which is. oft 
times the Ine of Domeſtick: [Wars ; at leaſt, hbw 
ſtrangely the Government is weakened, how. univerſally 
the People are debauch't,' how. difficult *ris for them 
to recover both their Publick and Private Loſſes. Where 
is that wiſe, Man, and .indued with Knowledge ? Let 
him tell mz, whether *tis: not- much betrer, more Ho- 
norable and Heroick to flying over Board all his Sub- 
ſtance, yea an4 ſufter himſelt , with Foxah to. be caſt 
into the Sea , for the: Preſcrvation. of his: Fellow=ci- 
tizens, rather-than the Ship of the Common-wealth 
ſhould fink in the Waves. of Popular Tnfurrections, 

The Safety therefore of the Government and of the 
Governours, and the Good of the Governed being thus 
cloſely rwiſted with the Publick/Peace, they who take 
upon. them. violently to. refift and <ngage the: People. 
in Rebellion, do by conſequenee- overthrow the Ends 
of Society, and reduce us into that Condition, which 
ſome Men call the State of Natuge, ) wherein every 
Man having,.a, General. Rizh8 ' 19 every thing, but'a 
Particular. Right to nothing;, weight amd'devour:one 

wie : another 


70 * 


another. And which is the worſt :of -all, when we 
are weary of our Diſſenſions, and an End is put to the 
Quarrel, ' the 'Klue is ſeldom to the Advantage of the 
Subje&t ” Wer-may alter the Government, but for "the 
Worſe: weqmay change our Maſters; but: nbt eaſe our 


Shoulders from thoſe Grievances; we formerly groan'd 


under. *Tis eaſy to fore-ſee theke Inconveniencies by 


the Eye-of Reaſon; ! and Experience , which is the 


Miſtreſs of Fools, will abundantly convince us of 
them. Bur, &f 

Becauſe, when ever we Preachers inforce this Do- 
&trine from the prattice' of Holy Men recorded in Scri- 


pture, -or other Inſtances but of Profane-or Eceleſiaſti-. 


cal- Hiſtory, ſtit|-rhe Diverſiry 'of Government is al- 
ledged as a ſufficient 'Bar to'thE[Force of the Argy- 
ment. -;{ ſhall in rhe laſt Place make good my Con- 
clufion/from the exprefs Statute Law of the Land. And 
whereas I could produce feveral Acts of Parliament t6 
this purpoſe, yet/Choofing:rather:to keep'my ſelf with- 
in'Compaſs, within my own Sphere, being — 
to ſeem toa pert and buſy in other Mens Province, 

ſhall not give my:ſelf the Trouble to examine Cook and 
otherLearned Digeſters of our Laws, nor to'ſearch the 


Rolls in the+7ower : Yet T hope I may be allowed. ? 
to take my own Book into my Hand without Offence, ? 
and put you in-Remembrance of that Declaration -and | 


Acknowledgement, which I have more'than once made. 
You may meet with-it'in that Pabliek A& prefixt 
before the Liturgy in thefe Words— 7 4s declare that 
zt is not Lawful upon any Pretencegohatever to take Arms 
againſt the King, and that I do abhor that Traiterous 
Pofition of Taking -up- Arms by his Authority "againſt 
bis Perfon, or ' againſt thoſe that are Commiſſonated by 


him, Sothato take up Arms, "toreſiſt the Kings Mi- 


niſters 
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SERMON TIIL 
niſters, and Officers having his Commiſſion,is Treaſon; 
To maintain the Legality of it 'is, traiterous,. and ta be 
abhorred. And hence. you ſee rhat "twas ng Crime,, 
or Scandal in fixty two to be an Abhorrer, even in 
the Judgment of the Wiſdom of the whole Nation. 1f 
F ſhould be told, that this Declaration was intended 
only for the Clergy and School-Maſters ta ſubſcribe, I 
ſhall acknowledge that True : but muſtby the wzy ob» 
ſerve, what Opinion, our Law-givers then had of thoſ: 
who would be thought the only Preachers of Chriſt 
and him Crutityed, but it ſeems were ſuſpected as the 
vileſt Diſturbers-of rhe Government, and moſt dange- 
rous 'Incendiaries of the Common-wealth. And ſince 
ſo great Truſt is repoſed in thoſe who take upon them 
th:ſe Employments, ſince they have Opportunity ( if 
oy will ) to debauch: the Underſtandings of their 
Diſciples, our Law-givers judged it neceſlary to oblige 
them to that Declaration, and.only to admit ſuch, of 
whoſe Fidelity tro the Peace of the Nation.they were 
aſſured, and of whoſe indeavours of inſtilling no tur- 
bulent and treafonable Principles into the Ears and 
Minds of the Pegple, they were competently ſecure, 
However tho tlie Clergy and 'School-Maſters only are 


$ obliged unto that.. Acknowledgement ; yet it the 
s Taking up Artns againſt thoſe that are Commiſſionated 
| by the King isto be abhorred by us, and is in its (elf 


traiterous , then certainly, no SubjeRs ought to. reſiſt 
the Kings Miniſters : the Poſition of its Lawfulneſs 
being Traiterous, the Execution thereof can be no leſg® 
then Treafon, Bur that the People may Lawfully and 
Conſcientiouſly commit Treaſon, is a Solzcilm. in? 


3 Government as well, as Hereſy in Divinity. [Hence 


the Phanſie of the Author of that Book, entituled A 
Treatife of Monarchy, is plainly confuted , who argues 
tho 
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tha.not for a LegalP6wer expreſt in the Political Cons, 
tra&,; yet for a Moral, Natural Tranſcendent Power - 
Garph in afl Conſtiturio ;) for the People to reliſt. 
the Kings Miniſters ad Deſtrudtive laſtruments.. To, 
afferr this Lawful upon any pretence, whatever is you. 
ſee. rtaitervus, the enterprice is therefore Treaſon, 
ſtriAly and expreſly. provided againſt by the Law of, 
the Land. . So much for. the Reaſons Bf my Anſwer to 
this Queſtion: | \ 
And thusI have faid, { as breifly, as. could) what 
I thought fic upon this Argument, expecting now ito 
be anfwered 4n the Words of the Diſciples —— Thzs is 
an hard Saying, who can hear it « What 2 may we not de-. 
fend our felves againſt Manifeſt Injury, againſt Uaſup- 
portable Oppreſſion , when all other Relief is denied . / 
us, when there is,qo other Way. left to avoid the Mi-, 
ſeries of Tyranny and Slavery ? If this be, our Caſe, 
who are Chriſtians {as you w 3 ſtated it,) then fare- 
well alf our Temporal Intereſts, we are then the moſt 
wretched People in the World. With what eaſe than. 
may ambitious Men and corrupt Magiſtrates trample 
on us? Where is the Law of Nature, that Great, that 
| Royal Law of ſelf Preſervation? In Anſwer: hereunto, 
I ſhall readily grant, that *tis an hard Chapter , not 
eaſily read or believed , not wines 2+ digeſted by 
Fleſh and Blood. *Tis one of thoſe high and difficult 
Points, which I do not expe ſhould take Root. in the 
Heart of every. Halt-thick Chriſtian and temporary 
Þcliever. . Either the wicked one Will catch away this 
ſown, or Perſecution, or the Cares of this Life, 
,T the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, or the Love -of them-- 
* ſelves and of this World will choke it. But I would. 
deſire Men of Underſtanding and Integrity { for that 
ſuch only I can hope to prevail, ) to recolle& my- 
AE, Reaſons , | 
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reaſons; atnd moreover to conſider with themſelves, 
how that there are many other ſtrict Preceprs laid upon 
us by/our bleſſed Lord, no leſs difficult in themſelves, 
and/altogether as repugnant tothe Law' of Nature Self 
preſervation: |. How i often,” how peremptorily ate we 
commanded; in general to crucifie our ſelves to the world, 
and, the world ro: us > to mortifie out. earthly members, to 
moderate our felves in thedefive and 'frution even of 
fach- things which nature prompts us ro/, !and' 4llows 
us; to wanquiſh our Paſtons, which,as the Wiſe rnan tells 


us,'.i3 amore heroick atchievement than to conquer a City. P.ov.15. 32. 


How frequently arewe diretted to lay afide thoſe incl:- 


- nations, which Nature and the: God of Nature has im- 


plantedin-us, to fubdue thoſe appetites whieh our na- 
tural temper inclines us to, which Intereſt, Self love, 
and Self prefervation diftates to us? What a paradox 
isit the Natural man, yea to many Pretenders unto 
ſtrist Holineſs to hear, that by the Dof&trine of God 


aur Saviour, they muſt not render evil for evil, nor i Pet. 3, 9. 


railing . for tailing, but contrariwiſe Bleſſing > That they 
maſtnot be their own Judges, not rev 
quarrels's that being the prerogative of God, and is 
communicated to-our earthly Governours ? What 
il theſe men ſay or think, when I ſhall put them tt 
mind of that reffraint God has hid on us all; how he 
has limited the Natural Law of preſc ouy' ſelves ? 
When ſhall repeat thoſe excellent Sayings of Chiift 
and his A | 

figs 3 pr mt rant: ener, b] "K 
t 2:you, toithem that hare you, m 
that defpitefully uſe you and perſecute jirs What ea the 
Froublers of our Zac! anfiver, if F help then to re 
member the. it Caution of the A 


lages, 
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their own Rom. 12.19. 
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; If thine Enemy' hunger, feed" him; "if ver. 2 
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poſtle,: of a4 i Ther, 5: 22. 
Baining ning from all appearance ſor) thoſe admirablePaſ- Na 
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ſages, that 'tis better to ſuffer for well-doing than for evil- 
doing : Why do you not rather take wrong 2 To him that 


Matth. 5.39. /mites thee on the right cheek turn the other alſo > When 


and where (1 pray ) and in what Relation are theſe 
Goſpel Precepts applicable to us, if not in our Political 
State And is it not much more reaſon, that we avoid 
appearance of evil, and offences towards our Superior 
and Rulers, than towards one another 2 To ſuffer pa- 
tiently from the Civil Magiſtrate, to take wrong from 
the Kings Miniſters rather than from our equals and 
Fellow SubjeCtts? I can never enough admire the confi- 
dence of fome men, who are not aſhanvd to aſcribe 
the preſervation of Goſpel Holineſs ſolely to the Dif- 
ſenters amongſt us ; whereas I cannot diſcern the Spi- 
rit of the Goſpel among them at all. Where almoſt 
will you find that Modeſty, Humility, Peaceableneſs; 
Gentleneſs, eaſineſs to be Intreated, Moderaton, Obe- 
dience, Condeſcention /( I ſhall for once on this occa- 
ſion call it ſo) unto Governours which are required in 
the Scriptures, and are reckor'd up as the fruits of the 
Spirit 2 I would once "_ here ask, Why may” not 
to 
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who beſt knows our Hearts, the frowardneſs of our 
Wills, : the violence of our Paſſions, the ſtubborneſs of 
our Aﬀe&ions, what Lovers of our ſelves we naturally 
are, what partial Judgers of our own Rights 'and [n- 
tereſts, has therefore thought good to incloſe that Law 
of Nature Self preſervation, allowing it unto us in no 
caſe to the'breach or hazard of the publick Peace of the 
Commonwealth. And 'if I may not defend my felf 
inſt the injuries of-my private Brother -and: Fellow 
itizen, but as the Law and the Peace of the State 
permits, how ſhall I challenge that Liberty in a- vio- 
lent and tumultuous reſiſtance of the Civil Magiſtrate? 
God, who is a God of Order and not of Confuſion , - 
has himſelf ſo diſpogd and methodiz'd the Polities and 
earthly Governments of men , - as that *tis impoſſible 
(if we would Confſcienciouſly attend our duty) that 
Wars, and Fightings, and cutting of Throats thould in 
any wiſe be juſtifiable. If ſo , then Government is 


| defeftive and in effe& difſolv'd ; then is not Magiſtracy 


the Ordinance of God, but at the Will of the People, 
and-alterable at their pleaſure, when ever they think 
fit to quarrel at the Princes conduct, or at his Miniſters 
pretended outrages and encroachments. For where 
every one may do what is right in his own eyes, that 
State which admits the Subject in any caſe whatever 
tocall the Rulers to account, to puniſh or to dethrone 
them, or to make any violent changes in the Com- 
monwealth , there is 'no Government at all among 
them, but Anarchy and Confuſion, and every evil 

work. * But 
To draw to a Concluſion, theſe Diſcourſes ( 1 con- 
feſs) adminiſter but cold Comfort to the greateſt part 
of -men, who (like Beaſts) live by Senſe and not by 
Reaſon, are led by an exceſſive Love of themſelves, 
L 3 more 
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more than by the Will of God, and the publick good 
of Sogieties.: | What. Security in the meanwhile (ſay 
they.) have, weof our Liberties and Properties, of en- 
joy ing. in any tolerable meaſure the labour of our own 
hands, and of tranſmitting the benefit thereof to po- 


' ſterity ? 1 anſwer, You have all the Security this un- 


centain-world'ican afford. You have the Almighty Gad 
taking,caxe-of,you;, i» whoſe hands are the Sparit of 
Princes,| and he will reftrain them. His word and pro- 
mile is-engaged. Hu hands are not ſhort that they cans 
not ſave, neither are his ears heavy that they cannot hear. 
You have his Almighty Power to rely on,: his VUnſear- 
chable Wifdom to- depend-on, his Iafinize Goodnels to. 
ſhelter you, his Truth and Faithfulneſsto traſt in, and 
the eyes of his Providencecontinually watching over 
you. You have 'the conſideration of the natural frail- 
ty of your earthly Governaurs to :corafort and to up- 
hold you. Though they .are Gods, bearing the image 
of God in the Political Goyernment, yet are they but 
meer moral men, whoſe breath is in their Noſtrils ; | they 
muſt die like men , and fall like Princes. Look, how 
dieth the greateſt Potentate ? even. as the meaneſt 
Subject. There will be no difference- between you 
and them. at the Great day, the day of Judgment, 
They muſt ( then -at leaft whatever privilege they 
claim in this life ) give an account at the Tribunal of 
God, woes _ RE be es of parka where 
there Cruelty and Fyranny '(ttthey areguilty:of an 
and all their Kingeraft and Nyſteric of jw will L 
diſclos'd, and muſt be anſwer'd. The dread and ex- 
pectation of which laſt Aſſizes will in a great meaſure . 
check their exorbitances;, and put ſuch manicles on 
their hands, that ofttimes the things they would they 
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Cannot do ; and what they would not , even that they do 
againſt their wills. 1 1 7: 1 | 
_- Ferifarther, you have the: confideration of the ſtur- 
dineſs of many 11! principled Subjets among you, who 
_ not to be juſtified yet )"are as a bullwark to 
the: peaceable and conſcientious. - There iis a ſhrew'd 
Proverbamong :us, Opprefſion will make a Wiſe man 
mad; \'much more the: Wacked and the Rebellious. "In 
the utmoſt-extremeties, there will riſe up men ( not 
Inatly conſcientious, but') .of undaunted natural fpirit 
courage, that will not:ftick to break»through all 
the-bonds-of Duty and QAbedicnce, andrwith the ha- 
pard'of ther Tives'and Fortunes endeavour to' redreſs 
intoterable' Grievances; And thus their 'Sin through 
the righteous Judgment of God may prove the ſecurity. 
But why do I mention'theſe things ? I ſee no neceflity 
of this Drſcourſe.; I know not wherefors 'we ſhould 
entertain ſuch odd ſuſpicions:of our Magiſtrates, - as to 


ſupport our felves with the probabilicy attheir difaſters. , 


Let us be more juſt and charitable towards-them , ac- 
counting of them as men of Honour and Honeſty as 
well as\our ſelves; 'that know their daty, and will lau- 
dably diſcharge .it our -of a principle of: Gontolence, 
They cannot be ignorant of this one thing , that the 
end-of Government and the meaſure of their Power is 
the good of the People. 'There is likewiſe the Oath 
of God upon them, that they will Govern. according 
to Law. And what other -affurance would amy man 
with for ? *Tis more I am. ſure than many among us 
will give for thezr ble demeanour.. He that-is. 
not content herewith 'tis1mpoſlible to ſatisfie him, ex- 
cept by delivering up the reigns of Government'into 
his hand, and then the Subject can till have no better 
kcurity than an Oath. An Oath is the end - - 
rife 
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ſtrife among men, and 'tis the higheſt Aſſurance God 
has or can give us-of the righteouſnefsof his Govern» 
ment and Providence: He that thinks not this ſuffi. 
cient is not fit to live in this world, unworthy to en- 
joy the Society of men, -and the benefit of Govern- 
ment. - Beſides, it is the Intereſt of Governours that 
the Subjects Rights and Properties be/maintain'd, that 
they ſhould be ſecur'd and encourag'd'in their Labours, 
and reap the fruit of their Induſtry and Improvements, 

h, 

N- 


the Riches of the People being the Glory, the Stre 
and the Riches of the Prince ; and therefore if 
ſcience will-not , yet at leaſt his Intereſt will inclir 
him unto moderation in the exerciſe of Dominion. 1 
ſhall yet farther add, that you have the ' Security of 
your Fellow Subje&ts, ſuch I mean as are wiſe an 
conſcientious, that will not be deſtructive inſtrument 
nor actively aſſiſt iri oppreſſing the people contrary tt 
Law. As:for others,: Fear will in ſome meaſure check 
many of them, and the Law of the Land will 'cu 
them. The crys of the afflicted Subjetts will at lengt 
reach the ears of the Prince, and neceſlity of State wi 
prevail with him to.deliver up his evil Counſellors as 
ſacrifice: to the peoples diſcontents. Yea (as the cak 
_ mary mare _ _ wp though con 
miſſionated by him bei iſhable by Law, as I tals 
it, for their illegal mentings there is little grour 
to fear; tis hardly poſſible any barbarous or unſu 
portable miſchief ſhould arife in our Government ; ar 
the moſt that can in likelihood happen, will be muc 
more eligible than the breach of-the publick Peace 
and the violent overthrow of the preſent Eſtablif 
ment, ) | 
Finally, my Brethren, give me leave to add ; cc 
me not a flatterer if I ſpeak it out of the reach of if ſine 
Sacre 
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Sacred Ears , when I conſider the perſon of our pre- 
ſent Prince, the ſweetneſs of his Nature, our long ex- 

rience of the mildneſs of his Government, the bleſ- 
fas of Peace, plenty and increaſe of Trade , which 
we- have long (enjoy d under him : When T recollect 
how ſtrictly and impartially righteouſneſs and juſtice 
is executed among us, he ſeldom or never obſtruct. 
ing-the courſe of the Law ; / except it be in extending 
his-mercy and-pardon to unfortunate Criminals,which 
is. the -heighth and pride-of his good nature; and 
wherein he-may be ſaid truly to reſemble God him- 
ſelf. - But otherwiſe: let me ask you , whoſe Ox has 
he taken, whoſe Aſs has he feiz'd, who has he De- 
frauded or elled, whoſe Life, whoſe Property has 
he invaded,” whoſe Liberty has he illegally or unrea- 
ſonably reſtrain'd-in. Priſon, ' or in Exile 2 When I re- 
member his Charity in forgiving us, his Readineſs to 
oblige us, the freſh aſſurances we have of his Govern- 
ing by Law ; when I hereof foreign Princes admiring 
his Wiſdom , and courting his Friendſhip, as much 
perhaps as Sheha did Solomons ; when I ſee the miſe- 
rable and afflicted Subjects of other Nations ſeeking 
and finding ſhelter - under his- wings ; when I read 
thoſe but juſt thanks and commendations they return 
him, whilſt they admire the prudence and moderati- 
on of his Condu&, the proteCtion and quietneſs we 
our ſelves receive from him : Yea, when in a Seditious 
Author, I met with this Teſtimony of his Royal Grace 
and goodneſs, That he never made uſe of his Ne- 
gative Voice, or denied his Aſſent but to one publick At 
only: And whereas one of the worſt of his Enemies 
has allow'd him this Chara&ter, That he is a Prince un- 
der whoſe diſpleaſure his adverſaries fall gently. In fine, 
ſince I cannot but behold and admire his Wiſdom - 
tne 
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the choice of Gp Su Magiftrates, whoſe Pie. | 
ty, Learning an 15 conſpicuous amongſt us, 
I cannot. forbear,, nat; only; out a duty to'the Divine | 
Orginance, -but ww gratitude and thankfalneſs to 
and the King, aclremſedgh, ont freſene fappinesi an and | 
ſecurity':-\Not only put you'in mind to: be ſubject to- | 
Principalities and-:Powers, and to: obey Magiſtrates; 
but alſo: ofter up - my \Prayers to: Gord, —— That be. 
would grant. the King, « long. Life and atmydance! of Tears, 
at home. Peace, and Vidtory abroad, & Jwyal Senate, wy 
a faithful People, a quiet World, "and a ſecure 'Rei 
And in fine, that God would: inſpire us all with ſuc af 
meaſure of hus Grace, that by our patience, peaceableneſs' 
and chearful ſubjeftion, our mo bappine £may be con-l 
nies Still longer' unto! us under his Government, antl his. 
Succeſſours that ſhall: come after him; that: we and che! 
Ages to come may lead quiet and _—-" oy in bo 
godlineſs and honeſty. 
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